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But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, 
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The 
Lord is not slow to fulfil his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient towards you, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that 
all should reach repentance. 

2 Pet. 3:8-9

A Catholic scholar who specialises 
in dyslexia has warned that chil-
dren must be exposed to physical 

books — and not just screens — if they 
are to develop the skills necessary for 
analysis and in-depth thinking.

Maryanne Wolf was featured on a podcast 
entitled, The Power of Reading: Changing Our 
Own Brains – Screens vs. Books, which was 
produced by the Simbi Foundation as part of 
its “Impact in the 21st Century” series.

Wolf is a professor-in-residence at UCLA 
and is the director of the Centre for Dyslexia, 
Diverse Learners, and Social Justice. She also 
co-founded Curious Learning: A Global Litera-
cy Initiative, which seeks to address the educa-
tional needs of under-resourced communities.

Her research is focused on language, the 
reading brain, and dyslexia. She was also elect-
ed as one of the 80 members of the Vatican’s 
Pontifical Academy of Sciences.

On the podcast, she explained that physical 
books are essential for developing deep think-
ing skills. She stressed that children should be 
exposed to paper books as well as screens.

“I love language, I love words, and I love 
children, and I want to be sure that every child 
in every country… that everyone who strug-

gles and everyone who doesn’t struggle… un-
derstands that they can become something they 
never imagined because reading will give them 
a vehicle like no other,” she said.

She stressed that she is not anti-technology, 
but said that science shows that physical books 
are necessary to foster “literacy in the fullest 
sense – and by that I mean a proficient, deep 
reading brain – I want that for our children, for 
our next generation. I want it for our world.”

Wolf said that due to the excessive amount 
of information presented in the digital environ-
ment, readers are more likely to skim informa-
tion instead of reading articles and paragraphs 
thoroughly. However, reading slowly helps 
promote critical thinking and empathy, while 
also reading quickly promotes a reliance on fa-
miliar information instead of developing new 
perspectives.

“My concern about this new norm of the 
skimming reader – which is really very close 
to being almost a non-reader when it comes 
to connecting to the deep processes that we 
possess – the implications are profound,” said 
Wolf.

“It’s about how we interest people in devel-
oping their own intelligence, their own best 
thinking, and not to be content with a skim 
that misses the beauty, misses the depths of 

language and meaning, misses the complexity, 
misses our own ability to be critically analytic, 
misses our ability to leave our little selves, our 
egocentric spheres, and enter the perspective of 
another person.”

“We are challenged by the perspectives of 

others into analysing ourselves, analysing 
where we are,” she said. “And that is what 
makes us able to be not just a better individual 
but a better member of society, who will say, 
‘Wait, pause. We can’t just accept something 
just because it’s in our familiar silo.’” — CNA

Paper books 
essential for kids’ 
developing brains

Reading slowly helps promote critical thinking and empathy, while also reading quickly promotes a 
reliance on familiar information instead of developing new perspectives. (Shutterstock/SUKJAI PHOTO)
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KUALA LUMPUR: Catholic bishops in Ma-
laysia have joined a global campaign that calls 
for united global action to prevent violence 
against women and children.

Archbishop Julian Leow Beng Kim of 
Kuala Lumpur (pic), 
president of the Catho-
lic Bishops’ Conference 
of Malaysia (CBCM), 
said the Church in the 
country is in solidarity 
with the United Nations’ 
Orange the world: Fund, 
Respond, Prevent and 
Collect campaign.

The 16-day global 
equality campaign by 

UN Women calls for global action to bridge 
funding gaps, ensure essential services for sur-
vivors of violence during the COVID-19 cri-
sis, focus on prevention and collect data that 
can improve life-saving services for women 
and girls.

The campaign runs from Nov 25, Interna-
tional Day for Elimination of Violence against 
Women, to Dec 10, Human Rights Day.

In a statement issued Dec 2, Archbishop 
Leow called for an end to violence against 
women and children everywhere including 
homes, workplaces, schools and places of 
worship.

“The welfare of children is of paramount 
importance and all of us must acknowledge 
our social responsibility for child protection 

and commit to protecting our children in all 
circumstances,” he said.

“With violence in all forms against women 
and girls reportedly intensifying at such an 
alarming rate as to amount to a shadow pan-
demic alongside the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
must all take action to ensure that victims may 
report, without fear of repercussions, stigma 
or shame, the sexual violence and harass-
ment inflicted upon them whether at home, 
in the workplace, educational institutions or 
establishments or at entities, including places 
of worship, which work or interact with chil-
dren.” 

Archbishop Leow also noted that most of 
the dioceses within the CBCM already have in 
place committees actively working on promot-

ing effective plans for child abuse prevention 
including therapy and support for victims and 
survivors.

“The CBCM and its offices will continue to 
work with those in the advocacy community 
dedicated to ending gender-based violence in 
our society. Pledging our commitment to be-
ing active participants in the global effort to 
end such grotesque violations of human rights, 
we take this opportunity to reiterate our sup-
port for the work of all organisations reaching 
out to help its victims,” the prelate added.

As in many countries, Malaysia has seen an 
increase in gender-based violence, especially 
domestic violence, in the time of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, according to UNDP Malay-
sia. —ucanews.com

Malaysian bishops condemn gender-based violence



In the eighth and final chapter of his en-
cyclical letter Fratelli Tutti (Brothers and 
Sisters All), the Bishop of Rome lets us in 

on the personalities who inspired his reflec-
tion on universal fraternity.

In the chapter Religions at the Service of 
Fraternity in our World, Francis says not only 
was he inspired by St Francis of Assisi, he 
also mentions people of other denominations 
and faiths: Martin Luther King Jr, Desmond 
Tutu, Mahatma Gandhi and many more. 

But then he points to out a less well-known 
figure, Blessed Charles de Foucauld, who 
drew from his “intense experience of God” in 
a journey of transformation towards becom-
ing “a brother to all”. 

Abandoned in the depths of the African 
desert, Charles was moved towards a total 
surrender to God. He felt compelled to be a 
brother to every human being, “the universal 
brother”. But he also realised that it was only 
by identifying with the poor and the least that 
he could truly be “the brother of all”. 

Charles, who lived among the Tuareg 
Muslims in a small village in Saharan Alge-
ria, offers the Church a model of living as a 
minority in a Muslim-majority land. “I want 
all the inhabitants, be they Christian, Muslim 
or Jewish, to look on me as their brother, the 
universal brother. They are starting to call my 
house ‘the fraternity’ and that gives me real 
joy.” 

May God inspire that dream (to become 
brothers and sisters of all) in each one of us, 
urges Francis. 

But before that, we have to acknowledge 
the “transcendent truth” — for if we don’t, 
“the force of power takes over, and each per-
son tends to make full use of the means at his 

disposal in order to impose his own interests 
or his own opinion, with no regard for the 
rights of others”, Francis writes, recalling the 
words of St John Paul II.

This is what totalitarianism is about – “the 
denial of the transcendent dignity of the hu-
man person” is the visible image of the in-
visible God. Therefore, the human person, 
by his or her very nature, is “the subject of 
rights that no one may violate – no individu-
al, group, class, nation or state. Not even the 
majority of the social body may violate these 
rights, by going against the minority.”

Without the principles arising from the 
transcendent truth, the human conscience 
grows desensitised and people are distanced 
from religious values. We then find individu-
alism, materialistic philosophies and worldly 
values replacing transcendental principles.

The Church cannot restrict itself to the pri-
vate sphere even if it respects the autonomy 
of private life. Life itself has a political di-
mension, which compels us to work for the 
common good and promote integral human 
development. The Church has a public role 
– and not just in charitable and educational 
activities. It must work for “the advancement 
of humanity and of universal fraternity”.

The Church presents the beauty of the in-
vitation to universal love, and so all things 

human are its concern. In the power of the 
risen Lord, the Church desires to give birth 
to a new world, “where all of us are brothers 
and sisters, where there is room for all those 
whom our societies discard, where justice 
and peace are resplendent”.

In countries where Christians are in a mi-
nority, we ask that “we be guaranteed free-
dom, even as we ourselves promote that free-
dom for non-Christians in places where they 
are a minority”.

There are so many things we share in com-
mon with people of other faiths, it is possible 
to find serene, peaceful coexistence, “accept-
ing our differences and rejoicing that, as chil-
dren of the one God, we are all brothers and 
sisters”.

And so a journey of peace is possible be-
tween religions, if we start with the way God 
sees things. 

This does not mean watering down our 
faiths or convictions, for the deeper and rich-
er our own identity is, the more we will be 
able to enrich others through our own contri-
butions. So we have to go back to the source 
of our faith: worship of God and love for 
our neighbour, “lest some of our teachings, 
taken out of context, end up feeding forms of 
contempt, hatred, xenophobia or negation of 
others”. 

Religious leaders, for their part, are called 
to be “true ‘people of dialogue’, to cooperate 
in building peace not as intermediaries but as 
authentic mediators”.

Francis recalls his meeting with the Grand 
Imam of al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, where 
they declared that religions must never incite 
war, hateful attitudes, hostility or extrem-
ism”. 

Both agreed this would be a deviation from 
religious teachings. Such deviations result 
from “a political manipulation of religions 
and from interpretations made by religious 
groups which, in the course of history, have 
taken advantage of the power of religious 
sentiment in the hearts of men and women.”

Francis and Al-Tayyeb declared that God, 
the Almighty, “has no need to be defended by 
anyone” and would not want his name to be 
used to terrorise people.

Both leaders co-signed the Document on 
Human Fraternity for World Peace and Liv-
ing Together in Abu Dhabi in February 2019, 
and the Bishop of Rome makes several ref-
erences to this document in his Fratelli Tutti 
encyclical. 

And so, in the quest for universal frater-
nity, the example of Blessed Charles should 
inspire us as well. He gave his life living in 
fraternity with the humble Tuareg Muslims 
and people of all faiths.

In his last words in a letter to a cousin, 
Charles wrote: “When we can suffer and 
love, we can do much, it’s the most that we 
can do in this world: We feel our suffering, 
but we don’t always feel that we love and 
that’s an additional suffering! But we know 
that we want to love and to want to love is 
to love.”

Becoming universal brothers and 
sisters at the service of  fraternity

Sunday Observer
By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

In their worst nightmare, they never thought 
their lives could get so bad, but they really did 

it to themselves. The people of the first reading 
were the Chosen People. They celebrated their 
deliverance from Egypt every Passover. But 
they still pushed God aside, even out of their 
lives. They had become wealthy. They thought 
they had less need for God than ever before. It 
was almost as though they forgot about Him. 
Certainly, they were too proud to recognise 
their own weakness. The nations around them 
saw them as an important military ally. Full 
of themselves, they made treaties with the 
pagans. They worshipped the pagan gods of 
these nations. They diluted Yahweh’s faith and 
profaned the Holy Land.

Then, everything fell apart. First, the North-
ern Kingdom, Israel, was defeated and taken 
into captivity by the Assyrians. Then the Bab-
ylonians conquered the Southern Kingdom, 
Judah. The people were led off into slavery, 
bound together with hooks in their noses. The 
Temple and the Holy City were destroyed. 
They wanted to be like the pagans. Now they 
were forced to live in a pagan land and serve 
pagans.

But in their poverty they became rich.  They 
turned from their pagan ways. They embraced 
their identity as devout followers of Yahweh. 
They had no power except their faith in the All 
Powerful One. And they realised that they had 
more power than they could ever need. God 
witnessed their conversion. He heard their 
prayers.  He sent His prophet to preach conso-

lation for Israel:
“Comfort, give comfort to my people, says 

your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and 
proclaim to them that their service is at an end, 
their guilt is expiated. Indeed, they have re-
ceived double for their sins.  But, now a voice 
cries out in the desert, ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord.’” God will come with mercy.

Over and over in the history of God’s people 
as well as in our personal histories, the events 
that led to the Babylonian captivity are repeat-
ed. We think that we have it all. We allow evil 
to creep into our lives.  We allow something 
to destroy us. Actually, we destroy ourselves 
by relying on our own abilities instead of the 
Power of God. But then we find ourselves 
completely alone. Through the Grace of God, 
through the prayers of others, we come to the 
Wisdom that we are only alone when we for-
get about Him who said He would always be 
with us. We are people of faith. We realise that 
no matter how bad life might have become, 
no matter how deep we or someone else may 
have sunk, there is no depth that God will not 
descend to in order to pick us up and grasp us 
to Himself.

All of the saints have a profound sense of 
the deep mercy of God. All of the saints cry 
out with their lives, “He is coming with mercy, 
with forgiveness. Our comfort is in the Lord.”

God loves us so much that there is nothing 
that we might have done which excludes us 
from His compassion and consolation.  We 
just need to have the humility to seek forgive-

ness, to let Him into our lives.
What is it that we have done that has been 

so terrible? Have we destroyed others? Have 
we taken a life? Have we participated in an 
abortion? Have we destroyed our own lives? 
We are tempted to think that our sins are too 
great or too habitual for God to have compas-
sion on us. Do we feel this way? Do we know 
others who feel this way? There is nothing that 
the Lord does not want to forgive. Jesus came 
to bring forgiveness, to bring mercy, to bring 
comfort. “Give comfort, comfort to my peo-
ple,” the prophet is instructed.

Sometimes we underestimate God. We 
think that maybe God can help us a bit, but 
to get Him to solve our dilemma, well that 
is asking too much. And to request over and 
over again that He forgive the same problem, 
well, that seems to be way beyond the limit of 
His compassion. We forget that God sets no 
limits to His Love. Perhaps we think that we 
do not deserve His mercy and compassion. 
We are correct there. We do not deserve Him, 
but that does not mean that He does not give 
Himself totally for us. Look at the cross. How 
can I look at the cross, how can you look at the 
cross and underestimate what our God will do 
out of Love for me and for you?

 “Prepare the way of the Lord,” both the 
prophet of the first reading and John the Bap-
tist in the Gospel proclaim. Prepare the way of 

the Lord.  Help others to realize that they are 
loved by their God. Yes, sometimes we may 
bottom out. Sometimes we may crash. But we 
are never so bad that God wants nothing to do 
with us. He cried over Jerusalem for its sins. 
He cries over us for our sins. There is no limit 
to God’s love, to His Mercy. Pope Francis re-
minds us that the only limit there is to God’s 
mercy is the limit that we put on it.   

Last century a devout Christian, Helen 
Lemmel, wrote a very simple little hymn. It is 
called Turn your eyes upon Jesus.

Turn your eyes upon Jesus.
Look full into his wonderful face.
And the things of the earth will grow 

strangely dim.
In the light of His Glory and Grace.
In this season of gift giving, we can give a 

wonderful gift to ourselves and to others.  This 
gift is the reassurance that Jesus loves us and 
loves them. We need to prepare ourselves and 
we need to prepare others to turn to Jesus, to 
trust in the Lord.

“Comfort, give comfort to my people.” — 
By Msgr Joseph A Pellegrino

2nd Sunday of Advent
Readings: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11;

2 Peter 3:8-14;
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Second Sunday of Advent: He comes with mercy
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Sabahan priest gets 
COVID-19
KOTA KINABALU: Fr Felix Chung, 
82,  has tested positive with COVID-19.

Fr Chung lives at Emmaus Home 
which is situated within the compound 
of the Cathedral of the Sacred Heart.

His last assignment was as rector at 
St Peter’s College in 2006. He was also 
appointed as Chaplain of the Carmelite 
Monastery until Dec 2012.

Even though he is retired, he is still 
serving the people. He is always going 
to the hospitals to give anointing and 
communion for the sick.

One of the church workers has been 
exposed to him. 

As a precautionary measure, the Ca-
thedral, the parish office, and the cathe-
dral compound is closed to all activi-
ties, including individual confessions 

for the next two weeks or until they are 
allowed to reopen again. 

In the meantime sanitising works will 

be carried out in the compound of Em-
maus.

The Holy Hour, the Daily, First Fri-
day, and Sunday Masses at the Cathe-
dral will continue to be streamed live 
on the Cathedral’s Facebook page and 
YouTube channel at the usual time. 

For those who have obtained tickets 
for individual confessions, please hold 
on to them as the parish will inform 
you of the rescheduling of the dates and 
times for confessions. 

The Church of Mary Immaculate will 
not be affected and the daily and Sun-
day Masses will continue as usual.

Please use this time to pray earnestly 
for God’s protection for Fr Chung and 
for his speedy recovery, as well as for 
the well-being of our church workers.

Fr Felix Chung.

MJD News Update #19Diocese of 
Malacca Johore

Welcome to F12 MJD NEWS UP-
DATES #19: Greetings and Peace of 
the Lord Jesus Christ be with you, 
dear People of God. 

A Thought for the Week:
The disciple, visiting the master, ex-
claimed, “Wow, wow, wow! This is a 
beautiful patch of land you live on!” 

And the master, looking at the dis-
ciple, with a hint of a smile, respond-
ed saying, “When you have a beau-
tiful mind everything, and everyone, 
and everywhere is beautiful.” 

Let’s reflect a little? 
What does it mean to have a beau-

tiful mind? Would you consider your 
mind to be a beautiful one? 

If yes, what do you think makes it 
so? What makes your mind beauti-
ful? 

As it says in Proverbs 19:21, 
“Many are the plans in the mind of a 
man, but it is the purpose of the Lord 
that will stand.” So as we align our 
hearts and minds with the Lord, then 
our purpose on earth will not only be 
clear but successful, and even beau-
tiful. 

Abdul Kalam, the former president 
of India and a scientist, said: If a 
country is to be corruption free and 
become a nation of beautiful minds, I 
strongly feel there are three key soci-
etal members who can make a differ-
ence. They are the father, the mother 
and the teacher.  

2.0 Announcements for this week:
2.1 The MJD dedicates the Advent 
Fridays of Prayer & Fast for the suf-
fering and the wounded world. Let 
this be your Advent gift.

2.2 On the following dates: Dec 4, 11 
and 18 @ 8.00pm, join us online for 
the Advent Friday Holy Hour. The 
diocese in communion, prays for a 
heart that hears the cry of the poor 
and the cry of the earth.

2.3 The first-ever “Virtual Christ-
mas Charity Concert 2020”, a joint 

project of Caritas-MJD and Catho-
lics GoLive will be live streamed on 
Dec 12 from 8.00pm - 10.00pm. It 
is a programme filled with carolling 
and sharing on the real message of 
Christmas. The proceeds will go to 
three beneficiaries, ie the Homeless 
Project of the SSVP of CIC, JB; the 
Montfort Youth Centre, Melaka and 
the Care Haven’s new orphanage at 
Kota Tinggi.  

2.4 COVID-19 IMPACT. What's 
Next? Here are some thoughts from 
Dr Amar Singh. There is no certainty 
that it will be over soon. It is not a 
sprint but rather a tedious and de-
manding marathon. 

A new COVID-19 generation of 
angry, irritable, depressed and sui-
cidal young people are surfacing. 
More and more people are grieving. 
We can foresee more poor, a new 
poor and more damage to the envi-
ronment. There is fear for our chil-
dren, their education, the disparities 
in educational provisions and facili-
ties, and the dependence on unstable 
online services in teaching, and the 
isolating of the vulnerable and el-
derly.

2.5 What Is Ahead For Malay-
sians? 
Is the country slipping into its own 
dark ages? Do we see more profiteers 
of chaos appearing or more propo-
nents of saving the people, who are 
the fabric of the nation? The most 
recent survey, Global Corruption 
Barometer by Transparency Inter-
national-Malaysia, showed the top 
three institutions most mistrusted by 
Malaysians, are the Parliament, the 
police and the government officials. 
(FMT Nov 25, 2020)

3.0 This Week’s Questions & Que-
ries? 
Today we will look at some guide-
lines employed by faith communities 
to evaluate a prophetic word.

1. The Word is received as the 
‘potential word’ from God. That 
is the starting point. 

2. That word will act as the 
‘springboard’ to prayer and the 
study of the word. 
3. Next, the filtering of the gen-
eral revelation from uninspired 
interpretation, and its applica-
tion is conveyed.
4. The prophecy or revealed 
word is written down for further 
reference and evaluation; and 
is waited upon for confirmation 
from ‘outside sources’.
5. Staying obedient in prayer, 
preparation and developing our 
character till its fulfilment.
6. When it is confirmed, we 
need to note the conditions, the 
required actions and the impli-
cations.
7. The course of action is de-
cided upon, and captured as a 
draft statement which includes 
promises and conditions.

Watch out next week for three dis-
cernment and decision-making mod-
els of faith communities!

Let us continue to build God’s King-
dom together. Have a great weekend. 
God bless you. 
 

Bishop Bernard Paul
November 4, 2020

Click here to watch the video

To my dear Rev Fr ....

How wonderful is the Ministry of a priest who is 
incorporated into the Priesthood of Jesus Christ.

A Priest is a man of Prayer; A man of God,                          
A man of the People 

As you journey through life, I would like to leave 
you a few exhortations so that you can remain 
deeply rooted in Jesus Christ, who is the Source 
and Summit of your daily life. 

Whatever your daily encounters will be: 
Take it to the Lord in prayer — leave it in His 

loving hands knowing that God will take care of 
everything. May the Lord turn you inside out and 
upside down so that you can be the right side up. 

There is so much love in us all but we are often 
too shy to express our love and we keep it bottled 
up inside us. 

We must learn to love, to love until it hurts and 
we will then know how to accept love. 
We must be a channel of peace. 
We must love until it hurts. 
We must be Christ. 
We must not be afraid to show our love. 
LOVE God. Love God in the womb. Love God 
in the unborn Child. Love God in the family. 
Love God in your neighbour. Love God in your 
brother priest. Love God until it hurts. 
True JOY is one of the greatest gifts of life, it 

blossoms from within and is the result of love, 
love which matures from hurts open for all to see. 
It is the soul laid bare. 

Be joyful priests. Be priests who are in love. 
My prayer for you is that you will always RE-

MAIN in the SHADOW of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary who will lead you to her son. 

In Unione Precum 
Your brother, Soter 

October 28, 2020, Kuala Lumpur

Office of H. E. Anthony Soter                                   
Cardinal Fernandez 

Chalet 6, Sri Seronok, 2, Jalan 4/96, Of Jalan Sekuci 
Taman Sri Bahtera, Jalan Cheras, 56100                                      

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
Telephone: 60.013.2885105; 

Email: cardinalsoter1116@gmail.com

Cardinal Soter wrote 
letters to all the priests 
in the Archdiocese of 

Kuala Lumpur
KUALA LUMPUR: Be-
fore his death, Oct 28, 
2020, Cardinal Anthony 
Soter Fernandez wrote 
letters to all the priests in 
the Archdiocese of Kuala 
Lumpur. 

He also gifted each priest 
with a book from his per-
sonal collection. 

Please see below for the 
letter which was addressed 
to the individual priest.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P_3xDOSdCVs&t=66s
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FoodForFrontliners completes love 
mission with third round donation
KOTA KINABALU: The Parish Human De-
velopment Committee (PHDC) of Sacred 
Heart Cathedral Parish (SHC) delivered their 
third and final donation to the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital (QEH) on Nov 23, 2020.

This day was exactly a month after their first 
delivery in support of the medical frontliners 
under the FoodForFrontliners (FFF) donation 
drive.

Members of PHDC were accompanied by 
SHC assistant priest, Fr Saimon William and 
religious sisters of the FSIC congregation, 
Sisters Anita James and Carmen Cordova, in 
handing over the donations.

The donations consisted of spiritual materi-
als (prayer cards and books), holy items (ro-
saries and medals) and toiletries such as body 
soap, toothpaste, toothbrush and hair shampoo. 
In addition, there were adult diapers, sanitary 

pads, bath towels, slippers, mugs, cutlery items 
and multi compartment food containers.

All of these items were requested by the 
medical frontliners and are to be distributed 

to the various quarantine centres to replenish 
their stock for patients use. 

As for the supply of food, the committee’s 
subsequent contributions went to the hot meals 

for frontliners team and also towards purchas-
ing dried foodstuff.

Detailed updates on the Donation Drive ac-
count will be posted on the churches (SHC 
and CMI) notice boards and their social media 
pages.

Before departing the hospital, Fr Saimon 
gave a special blessing to the medical frontlin-
ers. 

As we close this FFF chapter, we hope that 
through the generosity of all the donors and the 
service from PHDC, these contributions made 
to the medical frontliners and the patients 
will give them hope to continue to persevere, 
knowing that with God in our midst nothing is 
impossible. 

What God brings us to, He will bring us 
through (Isaiah 58:11). — By Catherine                      
Engsun, Catholic Sabah

Human Development Committee Sacred Heart Cathedral during their FoodForFrontliners 
donation drive. (CS photo)

KENINGAU: Bishop Cornelius Piong was the 
special guest of Radio Online KekitaanFM Nov 
24. 

He gave a catechesis on our Spiritual Prepa-
ration Towards Advent in the Talk Segment 
with DJ Uji. 

Bishop Piong explained that the four weeks 
in Advent are very important for Jesus’ follow-
ers especially at this time of pandemic, to reflect 
on our relationship with God. 

The prelate gave useful tips, saying that we 
should be prepared, and be thankful that God 
was born and is present in our daily lives. This is 
the meaning of Christmas, that is, the Redeemer 
was born. God proves to us that He is not far 
away, and that He lives with us... as the author 
of the Gospel of John says in chapter 1:14, the 
Word became man and He lived with us!

“If we are not fully aware of this,” said the 
Bishop, “then Christmas has no deep meaning. 
The whole world celebrates Christmas but only 
externally, merely celebrating it as a holiday or 
feast. Therefore, it is important for us to prepare 
spiritually throughout Advent, to be thankful 
that God became human like us except He has 
no sin. He lives, is present and walks with us!

DJ Uji also added that this Advent and 
Christmas which will be celebrated during the 

pandemic, is quite unique and ‘silent’ as many 
activities such as carolling and Christmas Con-
certs – have been cancelled. Bishop Piong ad-
vised everyone not to be discouraged with the 
current situation but to take this opportunity for 
deeper contemplation, reflecting on how our re-
lationship with God who has come and is born 
in the world, lives with us, and will be with us 
until the end of time. 

Bishop Piong stated that he uses his free 
time to build a relationship with God, through 
prayer, reflection, trying to appreciate the nature 

of creation, improving or establishing relation-
ships with others, and contemplating the events 
around us, because God uses various channels 
to convey His work.

Bishop Piong also reminded listeners that the 
preparation to welcome the incarnation of the 
Lord should involve the family. He stressed that 
the Church and community starts with the fam-
ily. He said putting God at the centre of a fam-
ily will make the family strong and persevere, 
especially during crisis.  

The Bishop also strongly encouraged fami-

lies, during this Advent season, to make a pil-
grimage to the Holy Family Pilgrimage Centre 
at Nulu Sosopon, to pray for and seek guidance 
from the Holy Family to strengthen the faith of 
the family. Pilgrimages are held every Wednes-
day and Friday in compliance with the SOPs.

DJ Uji also took the opportunity to ask Bish-
op Piong how he remains friendly, humble and 
approachable towards the various groups and 
ages of the community.

Bishop Piong said the source of his joy flows 
from the Eucharist which he celebrates daily, 
through reading the Bible and discerning the 
Word of God and spending an hour a day in 
Eucharistic adoration in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

Radio KekitaanFM Online is Keningau Dio-
cese’s first digital radio station. It was launched 
Oct 3 after Bishop Cornelius Piong and Ken-
ingau Diocese KOMSOS Chairman, Didiroy, 
felt the need for a digital channel to spread the 
Good News of God, especially during this pan-
demic. 
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Email: carol@herald.com.my; 
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How we can celebrate Christmas meaningfully

DJ Uji interviewing Bishop Cornelius Piong on KekitaanFM.

KUALA LUMPUR: Adjusting to the new nor-
mal, the Catechetical team of the Church of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus organised the annual con-
cert in a pre-recorded video format. The virtual 
concert featuring the collated students’ talents 
was uploaded to the parish YouTube channel and 
was premiered on Saturday Nov 28 at 8.00pm. 

The organising team with the support of the 
parish priest, Fr Edwin Peter and the catechists, 
worked hard to make this virtual event success-
ful. It was a new and challenging experience for 
many – from the start to the end. Maria Vetha-
nayagam, the parish catechetical coordinator, 
and the organising team had to come up with 
the storyboard – keeping the concert exciting, 
reflecting on the pandemic to getting ready for 
Advent and Christmas. 

To make the virtual concert livelier, 10-year-
old Princess Christabel 
(pic) who took the lead role 
of an online MC, was cou-
rageous and delightful. The 
wonderfully arranged MC-
ing script was mixed with 
humour to make viewers 
at home feel connected and 
relaxed. 

The students who showcased their talents 
were simply amazing. From the little ones in the 
Good Shepherd Catechesis to the Form 4 pre-
confirmation class, the students were spontane-
ous, creative and reflective in sharing about the 

pandemic, Advent and Christmas. Crowning all 
this was the video message of encouragement 
given by Fr Christopher Soosaipillai, the Eccle-
siastical Assistant for Catechetics in the Archdio-
cese of Kuala Lumpur. 

The virtual concert was made possible too by 
the work of Matthew Raj and team, who did in-
tensive editing work. Bravo to all – parents in-
cluded – who made this virtual catechetical con-
cert possible. We appreciate Archbishop Julian 
Leow’s kind wishes extended to all families and 
children of the parish. 

In reflecting about the virtual concert, Fr Ed-
win hopes that more such virtual programmes 
will be organised for the parish children to keep 
faith, hope and love alive amidst the challenges 
of COVID-19. 

Sacred Heart Church organises online catechetical concert

Students showcasing their talents in the visual concert.
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How Catholics are preparing for 
a season of joy — even in 2020 
Now, Christians find themselves en-

tering into Advent, a season that is 
supposed to be one of joyful prepa-

ration for the celebration of Christmas, as 
well as preparation for the eventual Second 
Coming of Christ.

Much like Easter 2020, which landed al-
most exactly one month after the country 
shut down in March, this Advent and Christ-
mas season will likely look quite different 
than normal. With coronavirus cases resurg-
ing in many parts of the country, access to 
the sacraments and Mass may be restricted 
or blocked, and family plans and other sea-
sonal events cancelled.

We talked to several Catholics about how 
to still enter into this Advent season, and live 
it well, from home.

“What I love most is that Advent is de-
signed to shake us; to wake us up to the 
extraordinariness of the ordinary,” Fr Ryan 
Kaup, a priest of the Diocese of Lincoln, 
Nebraska. “God became man, but then the 
next day, Mary had to change diapers and 
shortly after they had to flee for their lives.”

Kaup said his favourite book for the Ad-
vent season is Advent of the Heart, a collec-
tion of reflections written by Fr Alfred Delp, 
a German Jesuit priest who was imprisoned 
by the Nazis during World War II and even-
tually killed for his work with the resistance.

The reflections, written by someone expe-
riencing intense suffering, can prompt Cath-
olics today to think about how God may be 
trying to shake them during these unprec-
edented times, Kaup noted.

“One of my favourite quotes from Advent 
of the Heart is: ‘Perhaps what we modern 
people need most is to be genuinely shak-
en...So now, God lets the earth resound, and 
now He shudders it, and then He shakes it, 
not to call forth a false anxiety…he does it to 
teach us one thing again: how to be moved 

in spirit. Much of what is happening today 
would not be happening if people were in 
that state of inner movement and restless-
ness of heart in which man comes into the 
presence of God the Lord and gains a clear 
view of things as they really are.’”

Kaup said this quote can be a good start-
ing point of reflection for Catholic families 
and individuals for Advent.

“Where is God shaking me in my life? 
Where is He calling my family to refocus 
on the profound simplicity of the ordinary?” 
he said.

The Gospel reading on the Sunday before 
the start of Advent this year introduced us 
to the corporal works of mercy which can 
be a different way to use the tradition of the 
Advent calendar, by “thinking of one cor-
poral work of mercy that you can perform 
each day, as an individual or as a family,” 
said Kaup.

The Sunday before Advent is also cel-
ebrated as the Feast of Christ the King, 
Kaup noted, which invites Catholics to see 
that “as the things we have placed our hope 
and security in, these goods that can become 
idols in our lives, fall by the wayside, we 
recognise that the only sure foundation in 
our lives is Jesus Christ. His Kingdom of 
power, love and peace is where we can live 
at all times — recognising that living in his 
kingdom means we are free from the great-
est evil, sin itself.”

“I don’t pretend to completely know the 
mind of God, but maybe, in part, that’s what 
He’s telling us: you may be suffering many 
things, but you can be free from the power 
of sin through the incarnation. Do we recog-
nise the greatness of that gift?” he said.

On their website this year, the US Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has 
compiled numerous resources that Catho-
lics can use for Advent at home, including 

prayers, saint biographies, and activities, as 
well as social media posts and bulletin in-
serts for parishes.

Allison Rubio, the marketing and content 
coordinator for the USCCB, said she and 
her team hoped that the resources would be 
a source of hope and connection for people 
during this pandemic Advent season.

“We’ve been thinking a lot about Easter, 
which was very different. So with this pan-
demic continuing into the Advent season, 
how do we ensure that the faithful are still 
being reached? And how do we help par-
ishes which have maybe cut down on staff 
or are working remotely and don’t have the 
collaboration that they’re used to?” she said.

The resources also include more tradi-
tional things, like an Advent calendar and a 
blessing for the family Nativity scene. It also 

includes ideas for new traditions, like creat-
ing a Gift of Hope Tree, in which a family 
thinks about what kinds of gifts Jesus’ fam-
ily may have needed as a poor family with 
a new baby. Those gifts are then placed on 
the tree, and then donated to Catholic Relief 
Services to families in need.

“I hope that people find them very useful 
and that they can bring some sense of com-
munity to their Advent season this year,” 
Rubio said.

“God is with us, so we can’t forget that. 
We can’t forget that God is with us right now 
in this moment and He hasn’t abandoned us.  
He’s with us in our suffering, He’s with us in 
our pain and everything. And if that means 
right now, I’m lonely, I’m sad, I'm angry — 
whatever it is, acknowledge that God is with 
you right now.” — By Mary Farrow, CNA

Advent during a pandemic can help Catholics evaluate what they are really waiting for. 
(CNA photo/ Warren Bouton via Shutterstock)

Advent at Home: 

GEORGE TOWN: Churches all over 
the country have started preparations for 
Christmas with the beginning of the Ad-
vent season last Sunday.

Stemming from the Latin word adventus, 
which means “coming” or “arrival”, Ad-
vent is a four-week period of preparations 
leading up to Christmas.

In many churches, Advent wreaths were 
brought out bearing four candles in the col-
ours of pink and purple to mark the four 
weeks.

Reflecting on the theme of “hope” that 
marks the first week, Church of Divine 
Mercy parish priest Fr Michael Raymond 
OFM Cap urged parishioners to be bearers 
of good news to the world.

“No one can listen if no news is sent out. 
To be a messenger of hope, you have to 
inculcate and live the flesh of the message 
first; to be able to listen to the message and 
bring that message of hope to others.

“It’s about passing the flame to one an-
other,” Fr Michael said in his Sunday 
homily, which was broadcast online since 
public Masses in Catholic churches remain 
suspended in most states amid the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

In homes, Christmas trees have also be-

gun coming up along with other festive 
decorations.

While last-minute preparations often ac-
company festivals, many families are being 
conscientious with Christmas this year to 
counter the gloom of the ongoing COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

“I want to feel Christmas and fill our 
house with the feeling of hope.

“There’s a beautiful poem going around 
that has reminded me that Christmas hasn’t 
been cancelled.

“So many things have been cancelled this 
year but nothing can cancel Christmas, ” 
said retired lecturer Choo Voon Mooi.

The grandmother of three admitted that 
her family had procrastinated in certain 
aspects of Christmas preparations before, 
with the Christmas tree going up only on 
Christmas Eve last year.

“This year, we need to hold on to hope 
for the future. In these times, hope is some-
thing we can’t let go of, ” she said. — The 
Star

Gearing up for Christmas

Choo (left) and her husband Ivan Filmer setting up a nativity set at their home in Sungai Ara, 
Penang. Joining them are their grandchildren (left to right) Luke, Hailey and Adam Chong.

We would like to 
feature some of your 

preparations for 
Christmas. 

Do send us photos and 
a short write-up of your 

preparations to 
editor@herald.com.my

Share your 
stories
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MANDALAY: An indigenous Karen activist 
who spearheaded establishing a sprawling con-
servation zone in eastern Myanmar has been 
awarded the 2020 Goldman Environmental 
Prize.

Seeking to preserve both the environment 
and Karen culture, Paul Sein Twa in December 
2018 led his people in setting up a peace park 
— a unique and collaborative community-
based approach to conservation — in the Sal-
ween River basin.

The basin is a major biodiversity zone and 
is also home to the indigenous Karen people, 
who have long sought self-determination and 
cultural survival. The new park represents a 
major victory for peace and conservation in 
Myanmar.

Sein Twa received the prestigious prize 
along with five other grassroots environmental 
activists from the Bahamas, Ghana, Ecuador, 
Mexico and France on Nov 30.

Dubbed the “Green Nobel Prize,” this award 
is given annually to environmental heroes from 
each of the world’s six inhabited continents.

Myanmar indigenous activist 
wins ‘Green Nobel Prize’

JAKARTA: Franciscan Fr Wilibrodus Andreas 
Bisa gave his flock wanting to receive the sac-
raments one task — plant trees or grow fruit in 
gardens or on unused land.

“I call them the sacrament trees,” said the 
parish priest of St Francis of Assisi Church in 
Tentang in East Nusa Tenggara province. “I 
also remind them to become foster parents to 
the trees so that there is continuous care.”

This is one of several efforts the priest intro-
duced to 8,000 parishioners from seven mis-
sion stations in Ruteng Diocese as part of his 
so-called ecology-based transformative pasto-
ral work.

“Every year at each station there are about 
100 people who receive the sacraments, which 
means that five or ten years later there are 
thousands of trees growing that can bring eco-
nomic, social and ecological benefits,” he said.

The 36-year-old priest, who was ordained in 
2013, said that attention to pastoral ecology is 
important, considering that the majority of his 
flock are farmers.

Efforts to invite people to care for the envi-
ronment, said Fr Bisa, are also done through 
cultural channels by cooperating with local 
leaders.

This is based on his belief that a desire to 
care for the environment is already present in 
the minds of people, and can be seen in the 
way they interact with nature and through cul-
tural activities.

“There is a cosmological wisdom that shows 
forests and humans are supporting each other,” 
he said.

“The forest and its contents are utilised by 
humans in their daily life, and humans must 
guard them so that a mutualistic symbiosis is 
created.” 

Examples of the close sociocultural relation-
ship between humans and forests, he said, are 
traditional ceremonies related to forest preser-
vation or offerings after harvest.

Meanwhile, regarding the commitment not 
to destroy nature, there are various practices 
called pemali or things that are prohibited from 
being done to nature, which primarily aim to 
control human behaviour.

To revitalise such wisdom in activities in the 
parish, Fr Bisa encourages local leaders or el-
ders to talk about local wisdom so that it can be 
passed on to the younger generation.

“Founded on such wisdom, we then together 
look for courses of action that can be taken. 
There is also space for me to integrate the 
teachings of the Christian faith on the impor-
tance of caring for the earth,” he said.

One course of action, he said, is to conduct 
various traditional ceremonies such as penti or 
post-harvest thanksgiving combined with con-
servation activities.

As well as local leaders, Fr Bisa tries to work 
with the local authorities because, according to 
him, the key to bringing about change is the 
uniting of religious, local and government fig-
ures.

In an event to mark World Tree Day on Nov 
21, he initiated conservation activities and 
signed a memorandum of understanding with 
the council of Pongnarang, a village nearby, to 
plant various trees such as fig, banyan, palm 
and sapodilla.

Similar activities were also carried out on 
other international ecology-related occasions 
and celebrated in his parish, including Water 
Day, World Day to Combat Desertification and 
Drought, Earth Day, Environment Day and 
Biodiversity Day.
For Fr Bisa, his ecological pastoral work is an 

Indonesian priest ‘exchanges’ sacraments for trees

Paul Sein Twa, an ethnic Karen environmentalist 
from eastern Myanmar, received the 2020 Goldman 
Environmental Prize. (UCA News photo/KESAN)

Fr Wilibrodus Andreas Bisa plants a tree during 
a conservation event to commemorate World 
Tree Day. (UCA News photo)

Sein Twa, 47, grew up along the 
Thai-Burmese border and has spent his 
life navigating the zones of conflict. 
He is deeply connected to the physical, 
spiritual and cultural landscape of the 
Salween River basin and has dedicated 
his life to preserving its land and tradi-
tions, which are deeply intertwined for 
the Karen people.

He co-founded the Karen Environ-
mental and Social Action Network 
(KESAN) in order to protect the envi-
ronment and culture of the Karen com-
munity.

In 2016, Sein Twa and KESAN 
worked with Karen civil society groups 
and the local government to mobilize 
community support, holding public 
consultations, seminars and educational 
meetings with 348 villages representing 
some 68,000 people.

On Dec 18, 2018, the Karen people 
officially declared the creation of the 
Salween peace park to be managed by 

the local community. The 1.35-mil-
lion-acre park includes 27 community 
forests and three wildlife sanctuaries, 
protecting endangered populations of 
tigers, Sunda pangolins, black and sun 
bears, gaur and hoolock gibbons from 
extractive industries and development 
projects.

The park’s borders were specifically 
designed to include proposed dam sites, 
including the Hatgyi Dam, in an ef-
fort to stem the impact of destructive 
megaprojects.

On June 5, the Karen peace park was 
awarded the 2020 Equator Prize by 
the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme, which is awarded biennially 
for outstanding community efforts to 
reduce poverty through conservation 
and sustainable use of biodiversity.

The Karen people — one of the eight 
major ethnic groups in Myanmar — are 
seeking an independent state. — By 
John Zaw, ucanews.com

imperative of faith, which is also inspired 
by the life of St Francis Assisi and by Pope 
Francis, who always emphasises ecologi-
cal conservation.

“I feel it is important that the ecological 
spirituality of St Francis of Assisi is mani-
fested in what we do,” said the priest, who 
has worked at the Franciscans’ Eco-pasto-
ral Centre in Ruteng Diocese for six years.

He also said he appreciated the Pope’s 
encyclical Laudato Si, which he said 
“came at the right moment because an 
ecological crisis has hit various parts of the 
world which demands collective action to 
care for the earth as our common home.”

“Awareness of the global crisis must be 
accompanied by concrete action [to save 
the planet]. Think globally, act locally. If 
it doesn’t start with us, who else will do 
it?” he asked.

The priest’s ceaseless efforts have been 
warmly welcomed.

“The initiatives he introduced awakened 
us from our sleep. We are encouraged to 
take concrete steps [to protect nature],” 
said Yulianus Syukur Diaz, chairman of 
the parish’s Catholic Youth group.

“Our eyes have been opened to see what 

can be done to protect the earth. So, it’s not 
just a theory.” 

He said young people have been moved 
by what Fr Bisa has done in the parish, 
such as introducing an ecologically friend-
ly waste management system and looking 
after plants. “We are deeply impressed,” 
he said.

Anselmus Pangkur, the Pongnarang 
village head, said that they had agreed to 
provide support for Fr Bisa, including al-
locating village funds for the procurement 
of tree seedlings and other activities.

“We are happy with his efforts, which 
of course will have a good impact on so-
ciety and the environment in the future,” 
he said.

For Fr Bisa, as a citizen of the earth, 
people cannot only think about themselves 
but must also think about other people and 
the environment.

And this is manifested in three pieties, 
namely religious, social and ecological 
piety.

“When these three paths to piety are car-
ried out, salvation, although eschatologi-
cal in nature, will be felt here on earth,” 
he said. — By Ryan Dagur, ucanews.com

Parishioners take part in a conservation event to commemorate World Tree Day on Nov 21. 
(UCA News photo)

Fr Bisa’s ecological pastoral work



‘Now we are in hell,’ says priest who offers hope to destitute Lebanese

A place for conviviality, fraternity, love and acceptance

BEIRUT: With the speed and dex-
terity of a professional chef, Maron-
ite Fr Hani Tawk chops  65 pounds 
worth of onions  for a vegetable 
stew.

“I never cooked before this,” he 
admits.

With his new-found skill and the 
help of a small team of volunteers, 
the priest prepares nearly 600 meals 
five days a week for those in need in 
blast-stricken Beirut.

Together they work in a cinder-
block and concrete space, not much 
larger than the size of a double ga-
rage, in the Karantina section of 
Beirut — a low-income, semi-in-
dustrial neighbourhood just 500 feet 
from the site of the apocalyptic blast 
at the port Aug 4.

Considered one of the most pow-
erful nonnuclear explosions in glob-
al history, the Beirut disaster killed 
200 people, injured more than 6,500 
and left 300,000 people homeless.

Nearly four months after the 
tragedy, Karantina still looks like a 
war zone. Some buildings are par-
tially collapsed; others are missing 
windows. A crushed car, covered in 

layers of ash-like dust, seems to be 
frozen in the street like a tombstone.

Fr Tawk is blunt about Lebanon’s 
plight: “Now we are in hell,” he 
said. “But I believe that from this 
catastrophic situation, we can have 
new life, like the resurrection of 
Jesus. We have this flame of light, 
which is Jesus. And with this flame 

we will continue.”
The blast was the last straw for 

the Lebanese, as the country strug-
gles with its worst economic crisis 
in modern history. Unemployment 
exceeds 30 per cent and poverty is 
now a reality for more than 50 per 
cent of the population.

Amid so much suffering, Advent 

takes on a special meaning this year 
in Lebanon.

“It’s like we are preparing the way 
for Jesus’ coming: in our hearts, in 
our life,” Fr Tawk said, citing Mat-
thew 25: “‘For I was hungry and 
you gave me food ... a stranger and 
you welcomed me.”’

For his feeding mission, Fr Tawk 

has formed an organisation, Our 
Roots — Together for Life.

The hot meal initiative began as 
a family project the day after the 
blast. Fr Tawk is married; in many 
Eastern Catholic rites, married men 
may be ordained.

Fr Tawk, his wife and four chil-
dren, ages 8-16, set up on a street in 
Karantina, cooking in the open air, 
at first serving about 150 people.

“We felt that it was a time to be 
with the people, to help them,” he 
said of his family’s motivation.

“In Lebanon, we feel like we 
are orphans, since we don’t have a 
government that is taking care of 
its people,” Fr Tawk said. “So, we 
have to do what we can to help each 
other.”

Lebanese Cardinal Bechara Rai, 
Maronite patriarch, met with Pope 
Francis Nov 28 and told him that 
in the fallout from the explosion, 
Lebanon’s authorities “have shown 
no solidarity or responsibility.” Car-
dinal Rai likewise praised the “great 
work” carried out after the disaster 
by volunteers who helped the af-
fected families.

Maronite Fr Hani Tawk and a team of volunteers prepare to cook meals for the needy in the blast-stricken 
neighbourhood of Karintina in Beirut Nov 24, 2020. The team prepares nearly 600 meals for the needy every weekday. 
(CNS photo/Doreen Abi Raad)

The meal preparation space in a 
warehouse building was offered to 
Fr Hani Tawk by the owner a few 
weeks after the feeding project 
began. “It was a miracle of provi-
dence,” the priest said.

Initially, the priest thought the 
project would last just a few months, 
but the needs of the Lebanese keep 
increasing as more slip into poverty.

Aside from local residents, 
there are four young adults from 
France who have donated their 
time with the French Catholic char-
ity L’Oeuvre d’Orient, which helps 
Christians in the Middle East. Fr 
Tawk’s initiative is funded 80 per 
cent by the charity, the rest by pri-
vate donors.

“This is not a kitchen or a restau-

rant,” Fr Tawk said. “This is a place 
for conviviality, fraternity, love and 
acceptance.”

Around a simple plastic table, the 
crew peel and cut vegetables, chat-
ting and laughing together. Cook-
ing is carried out in huge pots atop 
single burners on the concrete floor, 
fuelled by propane gas canisters.

“I come here every day. I want 
to help,” said 45-year-old Ibrahim 
“Bob” Hazra, a volunteer with 
Down syndrome. “It is hard work, 
but I love it.”

“My mother is with Jesus (in 
heaven). But this is like a family for 
me.”

“He is always beside me,” Fr 
Tawk said, as Hazra carefully cut 
a zucchini. The priest encour-

aged him with a smile, telling him, 
“Good work.”

“We’re all learning cooking skills 
together,” the priest added.

Juliette and Antoine Oudim, both 
28, had taken a break from their 
corporate careers in marketing and 
IT engineering, respectively, to do 
humanitarian work.

Knowing that there is an exten-
sive population of Lebanese in 
Paris, the couple felt pushed by a 
feeling of solidarity.

“We thought, we need to be there 
(in Beirut),” said Juliette Oudim.

“We wanted to answer to the call 
of the Catholic Church,” Antoine 
Oudim said. “I like to think that the 
Church is one, universal Church. So 
we need to take care of the Chris-

tians that need us abroad.”
“In France, we are used to plan-

ning everything. We schedule. We 
organise. But the people devastated 
by the explosion live moment by 
moment,” he added.

By 1.00pm, the meal is ready for 
serving in individual take-out con-
tainers. Fr Tawk ladles the aromatic 
stew over steaming rice, as Hazra 
sprinkles salt and pepper on each 
portion.

Fadia Trad, a 58-year-old ac-
counting professional, home from 
work during a coronavirus lock-
down, waited patiently to obtain 
meals for herself and her two neigh-
bours. Their kitchens were damaged 
in the blast.

“This is a big help for us. The 

food is delicious, and they are very 
generous,” she said. “Anyone can 
come here. The priest serves every-
one — Christian and Muslim.”

Making deliveries on foot to el-
derly residents nearby, Antoine Ou-
dim pointed out, “they receive you 
at home like you are their friend. 
They are so precious.”

Emile Abou Nahme, 76, greeted 
the volunteer from his small house. 
Its damaged front door had already 
been fixed and painted a fresh blue 
by young volunteers after the blast. 
With a smile, Nahme first reached 
for an icon of Mary holding baby 
Jesus before accepting the meal.

“May they protect you. Thank 
you,” he told Antoine Oudim. —  
By Doreen Abi Raad, CNS
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HONG KONG: The Hong Kong 
Diocese has issued a series of pasto-
ral measures and suspended public 
Masses amid its fourth wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

The Chinese territory confirmed 
82 new coronavirus cases on Dec 1, 
forcing officials to tighten recently 
eased social distancing rules, in-
cluding restricting weddings, reli-
gious events and tour programmes.

Complying with government 
measures, the diocese on Dec 2 
suspended public Masses in all its 
parishes and chapels. However, 
churches remain open for personal 
prayer, according to a letter issued 
on Dec 2.

Other communal religious activi-
ties are also suspended, except wed-
dings and funerals. But only 20 peo-
ple can attend wedding ceremonies, 
and no food or drink can be served. 
There is no restriction on the num-

ber of people attending funerals.
The letter issued by diocesan 

chancellor Fr Lawrence Lee said 
Catholics might fulfil their Sunday 
obligation by taking part in the on-
line Liturgy and receiving Holy 
Communion spiritually. They are 
also encouraged to reflect on the 
Sunday liturgical text, read the Bi-
ble or say the rosary.

The Church’s measures come 
along with the government an-
nouncing its latest COVID-19 rules 
on Dec 2. It has banned gatherings 
of more than two people and asked 
eateries to close at 10 pm.

The city began to experience its 
fourth wave of pandemic infections 
in late November, with over half of 
the cases linked to a dance hall clus-
ter, which accounted for 552 infec-
tions.

The government threatened to 
increase fines for offenders to as 

much as HK$10,000 (US$1,280) 
as more untraceable infections were 
reported. Some infections were 
also linked to the still-expanding 
“super-spreader” clusters of dance 
and singing venues. Fresh infec-
tions were also detected in the city’s 
care facilities, schools, and public 

hospitals.
All who work in residential care 

homes must undergo a medical test 
voluntarily before Dec 14. Those 
who fail will face a fine and a man-
datory testing order.

Those who ignore the mandatory 
testing order will be punished with a 

fine of HK$25,000 (US$3,200) and 
up to six months’ imprisonment.

According to labour and welfare 
authorities, the government aims to 
provide weekly testing for high-risk 
individuals to ensure a safe working 
environment for all involved.

Hong Kong has reported 6,397 
COVID-19 cases and 109 deaths. 
Authorities have warned that the 
latest wave is expected to be more 
severe than the preceding three.

The diocese suspended public 
Masses initially on Feb 15, for two 
weeks. But when the situation wors-
ened, it was extended. Ash Wednes-
day and Easter passed without any 
public celebrations.

Three months later, Hong Kong 
resumed public Masses. But it then 
suspended all public church pro-
grammes from July 15 to 28 amid 
a third wave of the contagion. — 
ucanews.com

Hong Kong suspends Masses again 
amid fourth COVID-19 wave

Cardinal John Tong of Hong Kong celebrates Mass at the Cathedral of the 
Immaculate Conception (UCA News photo)
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VATICAN: The approval decades 
ago of a Zairean rite of the Roman 
Missal demonstrated that it is pos-
sible also to develop a rite for the 
Amazon region, Pope Francis said 
in a preface to a new book.

The Zairean rite, which is an ex-
ample of liturgical inculturation, 
“suggests a promising way also for 
the eventual elaboration of an Ama-
zonian rite, in that the cultural needs 
of a specific area of the African con-
text are acknowledged without dis-
torting the nature of the Roman Mis-
sal as a guarantee of continuity with 
the ancient and universal tradition of 
the Church,” the Pope wrote.

The Pope’s remarks appear in the 
preface of a new book, Pope Francis 
and the Roman Missal for the Dio-
ceses of Zaire: A Promising Rite for 
Other Cultures. The book, currently 
only in Italian, will be released Dec 
9 by the Vatican publishing house. 
The Italian Catholic newspaper, 
Avvenire, published the Pope’s text 
Dec 1.

Edited by Congolese Sr Rita 
Mboshu Kongo, a theologian and 
member of the Daughters of Mary 
Most Holy, the book is meant to help 
readers learn more about the differ-
ent aspects of the Zairean rite, which 
incorporates elements of Congolese 

culture and reflects the needs of 
Catholics in the sub-Saharan African 
nation, formerly Zaire, now Congo.

The missal received formal ap-
proval from the Vatican in 1988 
after a long process of inculturation 
encouraged by the country’s bish-
ops and by St Paul VI and St John 
Paul II. Work on the rite had begun 
in 1961 and the Second Vatican 
Council’s Constitution on the Sacred 
Liturgy, adopted in 1963, called for 
liturgical adaptation.

“It is so far the only inculturated 
rite of the Latin Church issued after 
the Second Vatican Council,” the 
Pope wrote in the book’s preface.

The Pope recalled celebrating 
Mass according to the Zairean Rite 
in St Peter’s Basilica Dec 1, 2019, 
to mark the 25th anniversary of the 
Congolese Catholic community in 
Rome.

The liturgy features the use of 
drums, ululations and dance, and has 
slight changes in order from the Ro-
man rite.

The Pope wrote that the celebra-
tion “resonates” a culture and spir-
ituality animated by religious song 
following African rhythm and it 
represents “true progress in the root-
ing of the Christian message in the 
Congolese soul.”

It is a “joyous” celebration, which 
means it is “a true place of encounter 
with Jesus,” he said, because “with 
Christ, joy is constantly born anew.”

“The liturgy must touch the heart 
of the members of the local Church,” 
in a way that “strikes a chord” or is 
suggestive or appealing.

“Christianity does not have simply 
one cultural expression, but rather, 
remaining completely true to itself, 
with unswerving fidelity to the proc-
lamation of the Gospel and the tradi-
tion of the Church, it can also reflect 

the different faces of the cultures and 
peoples in which it is received and 
takes root,” he wrote.

“It is clear that each people, after 
having the personal experience of 
the transformative encounter with 
Christ, seeks to invoke God, who is 
revealed through Jesus Christ with 
his words, with their religious, po-
etic, metaphoric, symbolic and nar-
rative language” and style, he wrote. 
The encounter with Christ brings the 
grace that transforms human experi-
ence in all its dimensions, he added.

This is the process the Congolese 
bishops followed in their desire to 
pray to God, not with words bor-
rowed from others, but with the 
transformation of their own socio-
cultural elements, he said.

That is why the Zairean rite repre-
sents a promising example and path 
for the development of an Amazoni-
an-rite liturgy, he said. Several work-
ing groups at the Synod of Bishops 
for the Amazon in 2019 supported 
the creation of an “Amazonian Rite,” 
which would incorporate symbols 
and gestures familiar to indigenous 
people while maintaining the essen-
tial elements of the Eucharist.

In the book preface, Pope Francis 
said his postsynodal apostolic exhor-
tation, Querida Amazonia, stated ex-
plicitly that “we can take up into the 
liturgy many elements proper to the 
experience of indigenous peoples in 
their contact with nature, and respect 
native forms of expression in song, 
dance, rituals, gestures and symbols. 
The Second Vatican Council called 
for this effort to inculturate the lit-
urgy among indigenous peoples; 
over 50 years have passed and we 
still have far to go along these lines.”

He said he hoped the new book 
“may help walking in this direction.” 
—By Carol Glatz, CNS

Zairean rite offers example for 
developing an Amazonian rite

BRASILIA: Servant of God Flo-
ripes de Jesús, better known as 
Lola, was a Brazilian laywoman 
who lived on the Eucharist alone for 
60 years.

Lola was born in 1913 in Minas 
Gerais state, Brazil.

At the age of 16, she fell out of a 
tree. The accident changed her life. 
She was left paraplegic and “her 
body changed - she no longer felt 
hungry, thirsty or sleepy. No rem-
edy was effective,” said Brazilian 
priest Gabriel Vila Verde, who re-
cently shared Lola’s story on social 
media.

Lola began to nourish herself with 
just one consecrated Host a day. She 
lived that way for 60 years, Vila 
Verde said. In addition, “for a long 
time, she remained in a bed without 
a mattress, as a form of penance.”

Faith in the laywoman’s sanc-
tity grew, and thousands of pilgrims 
came to see her at her home, the 
priest continued. In fact, “a visi-
tors’ signature book from the 1950s 
recorded that 32,980 people visited 
her in just one month.”

Vila Verde said Lola would give 
the same request to all who came to 
see her: Go to Confession, receive 
Communion, and complete the First 
Friday devotion in honour of the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus.

When Archbishop Helvécio 
Gomes de Oliveira of Mariana 

asked Lola to stop receiving visitors 
and to “live a life of silence and pri-
vacy,” she obeyed.

“The bishop allowed the Blessed 
Sacrament to be exposed in Lola’s 
room, where Masses were also held 
once a week. Daily Communion 
was provided by lay ministers,” Vila 
Verde said.

The priest stressed that Lola dedi-
cated her life to praying for priests 
and spreading devotion to the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus. She was known 
for saying, “Whoever wants to look 
for me, finds me in the Heart of Je-
sus.”

Lola passed away in April 1999. 
Her funeral was attended by 22 
priests and some 12,000 faithful. 
She was declared a Servant of God 
by the Holy See in 2005. — CNA

The woman who lived 
for 60 years on the 
Eucharist alone

In the preface to a new book, the pope said the approval of the Zairean rite 
of the Roman Missal shows that it's also possible to develop a rite for the 
Amazon region. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)

WASHINGTON: After a series 
of health crises and the loss of her 
father, religion professor Arlene 
Sanchez-Walsh found herself in 
need of prayer.

So she downloaded what she 
called “a modern, millennial Catho-
lic app” for her smartphone, think-
ing it might help.

It didn’t.
What she needed was a ritual that 

was tangible and connected to the 
past, both of the Catholic Church 
and her own Mexican Catholic fam-
ily. So she started praying the rosary, 
just as her great-grandmother had.

“I needed something because my 
life was going off the rails a bit, and 
I needed to find something to tem-
per the chaos,” Sanchez-Walsh said. 
“The rhythms of prayer brought me 
great relief.”

Long a staple of Catholic life, the 
rosary is back in the spotlight with 
the election of Joe Biden, who will 
become the nation’s second Catho-
lic president when he is inaugurated 
in January. The president-elect of-
ten carries a set of rosary beads with 
him that once belonged to his son 
Beau, who died in 2015.

“It’s my connection with him,” 
Biden told the Today Show in the 
fall of 2017.

Thomas Groome, professor of 
theology and religious education 
at Boston College, said that in the 
midst of a pandemic — when many 
people can’t gather in church and 
much religious practice has gone 

online — the rosary can be a con-
crete sign of faith.

“Faith is really a way of life that 
needs to be more concrete,” said 
Groome, co-author of Catholic 
Spiritual Practices: Treasures Old 
and New, which includes a chapter 
on praying the rosary.

“The rosary is one of the ways we 
take it out of our heads and put it 
into our lives.”

According to a guide from the 
US Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops, the rosary is a “Scripture-based 
prayer” that begins with the sign of 
the cross, followed by the Apostles’ 
Creed and the Lord’s Prayer (also 
known as the “Our Father”), the 
Glory Be and repeated Hail Mary 
prayers and meditations on a series 

of mysteries — joyful, luminous, 
sorrowful, glorious —  taken from 
the life of Jesus in the gospels and 
Catholic teaching.

People praying the rosary will fo-
cus on a different mystery each day 
of the week, on a set schedule. The 
beads act as a kind of guide or road-
map to help people keep their place.

“The repetition in the Rosary is 
meant to lead one into restful and 
contemplative prayer related to each 
Mystery,” according to the USCCB 
guide. “The gentle repetition of the 
words helps us to enter into the si-
lence of our hearts, where Christ’s 
spirit dwells. The Rosary can be 
said privately or with a group.” — 
By Bob Smietana, The Associated 
Press, Religion News Service

Like Joe Biden, many Catholics find the 
rosary to be a comfort and anchor in crisis

Democratic presidential candidate former Vice President Joe Biden, middle, 
is gifted a Rosary by Minerva Munguia-Sanchez, a principal at St Alphonsus 
School during a visit to Tamales Liliana’s in East Los Angeles, July 19, 
2019. (AP Photo/Damian Dovarganes)

(CNA photo/ Catholicnews.org.uk
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A papal diplomat who lost his script 
UNITED STATES: Raymond Ar-
royo, known for his support of the 
Trump administration and for turning 
his news programme into pro-Trump 
and anti-Francis campaigns, asked 
the president about the June 10 let-
ter that he received from Carlo Maria 
Viganò.

In the letter, the former papal nun-
cio to the United States wrote that he 
and Trump were united in a cosmic 
battle between the forces of good and 
evil.

“It was a tremendous letter of 
support from the Catholic Church,” 
Trump told Arroyo.

“He’s highly respected, as you 
know,” he continued.

“It was beautiful. It was really three 
pages long. And it was a beautiful 
letter. And I appreciated it. Yeah, but 

he’s right in what he says,” the presi-
dent rambled on.

Trump clearly wants to sell that 
conspiracy theory pushed by the for-
mer papal diplomat into a statement 
of political and electoral support 
“from the Catholic Church”.

Papal diplomats and spies
It’s not clear what the US president 
knows and understands about Vi-
ganò. But we do know a few things 
about him.

In the Catholic Church, a papal dip-
lomat is the closest thing to a spy. He 
has the job of gathering intelligence.

The former nuncio to Washington 
did what other intelligence agents 
sometimes do: he went rogue. And 
when something like this happens, 
it’s a very delicate business to bring 

the agent home or ensure he does no 
further damage.

The main difference between Vi-
ganò and an intelligence agent is that 
the Catholic Church is governed by 
different criteria.

The Second Vatican Council’s dog-
matic constitution on the Church, Lu-
men Gentium, has this to say:

The bonds which bind men and 

women to the Church in a visible 
way are profession of faith, the sacra-
ments, and ecclesiastical government 
and communion. They are not saved, 
however, who, though part of the 
body of the Church, do not persevere 
in charity. They remain indeed in the 
bosom of the Church, but, as it were, 
only in a “bodily” manner and not “in 
their heart” (LG, 14).

In this passage there are three fac-
tors of incorporation that hark back 
to Robert Bellarmine in the 16th-17th 
century: profession of faith, reception 
of sacraments and recognition of the 
government of the Church.

Viganò’s current status in the 
Church
Looking at these criteria, how can we 
understand the current state of Arch-

bishop Viganò’s relationship with the 
Catholic Church?

On matters of faith, he has repeat-
edly (and most recently on June 9) 
accused Vatican II of doctrinal devia-
tion, saying that any attempt to inter-
pret the council according to a “her-
meneutic of continuity” is now moot.

On the reception of the sacraments, 
we do not know, because he has been 
in hiding since August 2018.

On the recognition of the govern-
ment of the Church, he has accused 
Pope Francis of crimes and has asked 
him to resign. He did this in August 
2018 while the Pope was visiting Ire-
land.

Viganò is not the first bishop to re-
bel by displaying disobedience, chal-
lenging authorities and committing 
doctrinal excesses.

Carlo Maria Viganò

BONN, Germany: Catholic bishops 
have distanced themselves from a let-
ter in which several prominent Catho-
lic clergy warned there were attempts 
to use the COVID-19 pandemic to 
create a “world government beyond 
all control.”

Among those signing were Ger-
man Cardinal Gerhard Muller, for-
mer head of the Vatican’s doctrinal 
congregation; Archbishop Carlo Ma-
ria Vigano, former US nuncio to the 
United States; and Cardinal Joseph 
Zen Ze-kiun, retired bishop of Hong 
Kong.

“The German Bishops’ Conference 
fundamentally does not comment on 
remarks by individual bishops out-
side Germany,” said Bishop Georg 
Batzing, conference president. “But I 
add that the assessment of the coro-
navirus pandemic by the German 
Bishops’ Conference differs funda-

mentally from the appeal published.”
The appeal said that under the 

“pretext” of the pandemic, “the in-
alienable rights of citizens have, in 
many cases, been violated and their 
fundamental freedoms, including the 
exercise of freedom of worship, ex-
pression and movement, have been 
disproportionately and unjustifiably 

restricted.” It added that the fight 
against COVID-19, though serious, 
“must not be the pretext for support-
ing the hidden intentions of suprana-
tional bodies that have very strong 
commercial and political interests in 
this plan.”

The German bishops had called the 
restrictions — including those affect-
ing church services — “reasonable 
and responsible” and emphasised that 
they should be relaxed “responsibly 
and in a measured way.”

Bishop Franz-Josef Overbeck of 
Essen noted that “populists and other 
conspiracy theorists ... want to inter-
pret all efforts to contain the pandem-
ic as a pretext to found a hate-filled 
technocratic tyranny and wipe out 
Christian civilization.” The Church 
needed to counter that position clearly 
“regardless of who expresses it,” the 
bishop said.

The vicar general of the Essen 
Diocese, Msgr Klaus Pfeffer, was 
the first church official to respond to 
the appeal, saying he was “simply 
stunned at what is being disseminated 
in the name of the Church and Chris-
tendom: crude conspiracy theories 
without facts or evidence combined 
with a right-wing populist combative 
rhetoric that sounds frightening.” Je-
sus Christ has nothing to do with such 
confused theories that stirred up fear 
and hostility and poisoned society, he 
said.

Bishop Gerhard Feige of Magde-
burg criticised “extremist church 
representatives” who behaved as 
“pseudo-scientists, opponents of vac-
cination.” Bishop Gebhard Furst of 
Rottenburg-Stuttgart said he clearly 
dissociated himself from the “dan-
gerous theories of the group around 
Archbishop Vigano. Those who inter-

pret the efforts of politicians to protect 
human life from the coronavirus as a 
dubious world conspiracy are playing 
with fire.”

Cardinal Muller defended his sup-
port for the appeal. He told the Catho-
lic newspaper Die Tagespost that 
certain church officials had seized on 
the statement “to capitalise on indig-
nation about their alleged opponents. 
Everyone now calls everyone else a 
conspiracy theorist.”

The appeal had been misunder-
stood deliberately, Cardinal Muller 
said: “It is interpreted as claiming 
that the pandemic itself was invented 
to cause panic, which is absurd.” He 
said his main focus was on the “partly 
inadequate church reaction,” not on 
the medical aspects of the crisis. He 
added that he did not want the appeal 
to be treated as a scientific analysis. 
— CNS

But the case of Viganò is different.
First of all, he is a former pa-

pal diplomat. This means that he is 
breaking a particular ethos of obedi-
ence and code of conduct, on top of 
the ones implied in his being a bishop.

Secondly, his situation must be 
seen in the context of attacks against 
Pope Francis that are coming from 
the United States.

Viganò is Italian, but he spent the 
last five years of his public service 
to the Church in Washington (2011-
2016) where he became an integral 
part of the intra-Catholic “culture 
wars”.

In doing so he became familiar to 
those in media and political circles 
that are active in pushing to the ex-
treme a certain agenda, including his 
attempts to unseat the Pope.

This apparently has not shocked a 
number of US bishops. They went as 
far as to vouch for Viganò’s personal 
integrity when he tried to unseat the 
legitimately elected Pope in 2018.

Before he went rogue, George 
Weigel hailed Viganò as the best nun-
cio the Church in the United States 
had ever known.

And thirdly, at the time of Gaillot 
and of Milingo the Catholic Church 
was less fragmented in public. It was 
not yet part of a civilizational struggle 
that is expressed, in American terms, 
as the “culture wars”.

It’s a fight to defend a certain ide-
alized “Catholic form” against any 
possible change, which is presented 
as necessary for the survival of the 
Church in the Western hemisphere.

It has precise canons about soci-
ety (focusing on sexuality and life 
issues), the economy (libertarianism 
and nationalism mixed with confes-
sionalism) and international relations 
(antagonistic towards the Muslim 
world and China).

The debilitated bodies of 
Church and State
It’s not just a new conservative ver-
sion of Catholic doctrine in a world 
more dominated by technology and 
utilitarianism.

Rather, it’s an ideology that tends 
to profit from a return to religious and 
ethnic nationalism, the dominating 
presence of new media on the inter-
net, the weakening of hopes about 
ecumenical unity and the rise of the 
so-called “ecumenism of hate”, as 
well as the prevalence of political 
identities over theological ones.

This is part of the picture of early 
21st-century Catholicism in the West-
ern hemisphere. And in this frame the 
Viganò saga is like an opportunistic 
infection in a debilitated body.

There is the debilitated body of the 
Catholic Church and then there is the 
debilitated body of the United States 

of America. In this election year we 
have already seen President Trump 
attempt to attract the votes of con-
servative Catholics by showing his 
relationship with Viganò.

This is a sign that Trump and his 
Catholic enablers are willing to gam-
ble on white Catholic swing voters.

As Robert Christian noted in The 
Tablet, the president and his support-
ers are hoping such Catholics “will 
buy into the ‘deep state’ theory and 
be impressed by Viganò’s support” 
with the support of “cynics at places 
like EWTN and Fox News, which 
reach many middle-of-the-road vot-
ers as well as ultra-conservatives, to 
treat Viganò’s conspiracy theories as 
credible’.”

Whatever the electoral effect of 
this particular endorsement that the 
sitting president has received from a 
former papal diplomat gone rogue, 
this is already a significant problem 
for the Catholic Church in the United 
States.

There are some bishops and parish 
priests that have been complicit in 
this: in some cases, even by distribut-
ing Viganò’s letter to the faithful.

The grey area of complicity with 
the former nuncio’s agenda is more 
about politics than theology, even 
though sympathy for him is also 
driven by deep hostility against the 
Second Vatican Council.

Something totally different
This is why it’s complicated for the 

Vatican to intervene in this saga.
Disciplining Viganò will not solve 

the theological problems of the US 
Church, where a number of influ-
ential Catholics (bishops, clergy, 
journalists and wealthy donors) have 
been backing a certain agenda that 
is closer to that of the former nuncio 
than to that of Pope Francis.

There is silence born of prudence, 
and a silence born of complicity.

Rather than excommunicating or 
defrocking Viganò, it would be bet-
ter if the Holy See and the US Bish-
ops’ Conference were to simply is-
sue a statement clarifying the current 
standing of the former nuncio.

In the very least, such a statement 
should make it clear that Viganò does 
not speak for the Catholic Church’s 
legitimate authorities.

The German Bishops’ Conference 
did something like that after Cardinal 
Gerhard Mueller (see below), former 
prefect of the Vatican Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, signed 
in May a manifesto that said the 
coronavirus pandemic was part of a 
conspiracy.

The Viganò saga is not a full-
blown schism. But it is far more seri-
ous than just an intra-Catholic family 
quarrel.

There are bishops and cardinals 
involved; clearly sympathetic circles 
in the world of Catholic media in the 
United States; interests that are both 
political (favouring Trump's re-elec-
tion) and ecclesiastical (preparing 
for the next conclave).

In this regard, it is worth noting 
that this summer will see the launch 
of a couple of books authored by 
well-known Catholic spin-doctors, 
known for their hostility to Francis, 
and launched by US-based Catho-
lic publishing houses with “the next 
pope” as main title.

This is much more than bad taste, 
unseemly for Catholic etiquette. It is 
revealing of a failing “sense of the 
Church”, a subversive animus trig-
gered by the deepest possible antipa-
thies against Pope Francis.

Viganò is the by-product of a 
deeply divided family that has de-
veloped different kinds of loyalties, 
including at the highest levels of the 
Church.

“Everyone has a loyalty some-
where,” says George Smiley to his 
aide Peter Guillam about the maver-
ick agent Ricky Tarr.

In the case of Archbishop Viganò, 
that loyalty somewhere is certainly 
not in the papacy of Francis or in the 
Catholic Church.

What should Church authorities 
do about a failed nuncio?

German bishops reject COVID-19 ‘conspiracy theories’ by prominent clergy

Cardinal Gerhard Muller
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Pope Francis has made the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Net-
work, formerly known as the Apostleship of Prayer, a 

Vatican foundation.
In a document published Dec 3, the feast of St Francis 

Xavier and the 176th anniversary of the network’s begin-
ning at a Jesuit novitiate in France, Pope Francis noted how, 
through the years, the network became more closely tied to 
the Vatican, particularly through the publication of the Pope’s 
monthly prayer intentions.

Now, the efforts also include the filming and distribution 
each month of “The Pope Video,” featuring Pope Francis 
commenting on the monthly prayer intention.

The network, long seen as a Jesuit ministry, supports ‘the 
evangelising mission of the Holy Father through prayers’ and 
should encourage “a mission of compassion for the world,” 
reads the preamble to the new foundation’s statutes.

The statutes specify that the director should be a Jesuit 
proposed by the order’s superior general and appointed by 
the Pope. He will be part of the foundation’s administrative 
council, which will include three other Jesuits and a person 
named by the Vatican Secretariat of State.

The foundation, Pope Francis said, should propose to Cath-
olics a spiritual path called “The Way of the Heart,” which 
brings “compassion for the world and for human beings” to-
gether with a commitment to missionary discipleship.

“The Holy Father entrusts to the foundation the mission 
of making known, promoting and stimulating prayer for his 
intentions, which express the challenges facing humanity and 
the mission of the Church,” it said.

“The people who accept and pray for these intentions open 
their gaze and their hearts to the needs of the world, making 
their own the joys and hopes, pain and suffering of humanity 
and of the Church,” it said. Their daily prayer commitments 
“inspire them to carry out spiritual and corporal works of 
mercy.” — CNS

Pope sets up foundation 
for global prayer network

“I see the encyclical Fratelli Tutti as 
a testament of Pope Francis. He’s 
bringing together all the things he 

wanted to say over the last seven years. 
There’s an obvious connection with the 
Human Fraternity document that he 
signed with the Grand Imam of al-Azhar 
Al Sharif on February 4, 2019, in Abu 
Dhabi,” Cardinal Michael L. Fitzgerald, 
M.Afr, told America in this exclusive in-
terview during his recent visit to Rome 
where he met the Pope.

Cardinal Fitzgerald discussed the encyc-
lical and the Human Fraternity document 
with America at the Pontifical Institute of 
Arab and Islamic Studies in Rome, where 

he was once rector. After that assignment, 
he was called by John Paul II to work at 
the Pontifical Council for Interreligious 
Dialogue, first as secretary and then as 
prefect for four years until Benedict XVI, 
in an unexpected move, assigned him as 
nuncio to Egypt and delegate to the Arab 
League (2006-2012). Pope Francis made 
him cardinal in 2019 and told journalists 
he did so “as an act of justice.”

Cardinal Fitzgerald noted that Francis 
took inspiration for the encyclical not only 
from St. Francis of Assisi but also from 
the Grand Imam of al-Azhar, Ahmad Al-
Tayyeb. Indeed, “Francis reveals he was 
‘stimulated’ — that is the word he uses in 

Italian — by the Grand Imam”, the car-
dinal said. “And that expression caught 
my eye, because there is no precedent in 
Church history for a pope drawing inspi-
ration from a Muslim in writing an encyc-
lical.” He recalled Francis’s own words 
about his and the Imam’s meeting on the 
Human Fraternity document, which he 
mentions eight times in the encyclical: 
“This was no mere diplomatic gesture, but 
a reflection born of dialogue and common 
commitment.” The cardinal remarked 
“all that’s significant”, as is “the fact that 
a Muslim — Judge Ahmed Al-Salam — 
was one of the presenters of Fratelli Tutti 
at its launch in the Vatican.”

Pope Francis and the 
Grand Imam of  al-Azhar 
on ‘Fratelli Tutti’
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The cardinal, who studied in Tunisia 
and Egypt and worked in South Su-

dan, Cairo and Jerusalem, considered it 
“important” that both the encyclical and 
the Human Fraternity document empha-
sise that “we are all one family, and that 
this fact is based on our common origin 
from God, because God has created all 
people together.” He remarked: “This 
is something that Pope Francis and the 
Grand Imam of al-Azhar agree on. This is 
a theological principle, so they were do-
ing theology together.”

He recalled that “the Qur’an does [say] 
that we all come from one single stock, 
and we are all in Adam and the whole of 
humanity, before actually being created, 
has accepted God as God, and Lord. But 
they have to be reminded about this, and 
that’s the whole thrust in Islam. We are all 
Muslims when we are born because we 
have all accepted God as our Lord” but, 
he remarked, “That doesn’t come in the 
encyclical, of course.”

He noted that “while Muslims refer to 
God as the Creator God, the Merciful God, 
they do not refer to God as Father. They 
would object to that, because the word 
‘father’ for them has a sort of sexual con-

notation, and so that would not be worthy 
of God.” But, he remarked, the fact that 
Pope Francis and the Grand Imam “were 
able to produce this document on human 
fraternity without referring to God as fa-
ther shows that this is fine.”

He drew attention to the similarities 
between the Human Fraternity document 
and Fratelli Tutti, and noted that while 
the Pope speaks of a “desensitised” hu-
man conscience in the encyclical, Francis 
and Al-Tayyeb use the even stronger term 
“anaesthetised” in the Abu Dhabi text.

The African missionary cardinal em-
phasised that, in the Human Fraternity 
document, Pope Francis and the Grand 
Imam issued “the condemnation of terror-
ism in all its forms and expressions.” He 
said it’s “significant” that Francis quoted 
those same words in Fratelli Tutti (para-
graph n.283), that make clear that “we 
should not support terrorism in any way, 
neither financially nor by attempts to jus-
tify it in the media.”

The cardinal added, “I think the fact that 
the Pope and the Imam are saying things 
together is good; it is important because 
it is noticed.” He said “there are many, 
many Muslim leaders who have con-

demned terrorism, condemned the mis-
use of religion to justify violence. Indeed, 
many Muslim leaders are saying this, but 
it is not being taken up by the press. But 
when the the Pope and the imam are say-
ing this together, this has more weight, 
and it is noticed.”

He drew attention to the fact that “in 
the Christian world, Pope Francis is not 
the head of all Christians. He is the head 
of the Catholic Church, but he has very 
good relations, personal relations, with 
the leaders of the other Christian commu-
nities and so, by reason of his own per-
sonality, he has a wide audience.” But the 
imam’s situation is different: “The Grand 
Imam of al-Azhar doesn’t have authority 
over all Muslims, and even among Sunni 
Muslims (author’s note: over 85 per cent 
of all Muslims are Sunni) there are some 
who are critical of al-Azhar, so I think the 
fact that the Pope and he are talking to-
gether will give a boost to the voice of the 
Grand Imam.” He considered it a positive 
sign that Dr Mohammad Ali-Shomali, a 
leading Shiite scholar from Iran who lives 
in England, has written positively on the 
Human Fraternity document in a recent 
issue of the journal of PISAI.

This good relationship between Pope 
Francis and the Grand Imam of al-

Azhar, and indeed Francis’s positive 
relationship with the Muslim world in 
general, began by emphasising that “the 
foundation for all this is the Second Vati-
can Council. The ground breaking docu-
ment for this is Nostra Aetate, the Dec-
laration on the Relation of the Church to 
Non-Christian Religions. Pope Paul VI 
promulgated this on October 28, 1965.  
“All the popes since then have been ap-
plying that in their own different ways,” 
said Cardinal Fitzgerald.

The cardinal said, “I felt that John Paul 
II was far ahead of the Church in reaching 
out to people of other religions, includ-
ing Muslims, and was not afraid because 
he was so Catholic. This thing of being 
open to people of other religions wouldn’t 
bring any doubts about his own faith. He’s 
following his faith in order to be open.” 
But, he said, “His successor, Benedict 
XVI’s position, was a bit of a withdrawal 
because he seemed to look at the world 
from a European point of view more than 

a universal [one].”
On the other hand, he said, “Pope Fran-

cis, by his acts and his speaking as well, 
is much more open and, in a sense, is 
more practical because he works through 
gestures, and he works through friend-
ship. We saw this with his Muslim leader 
friend from Argentina, Omar Abboud, 
and the fact that he invited him to ac-
company him to the Holy Land and they 
went to the Western Wall together. All this 
is very significant. Francis is building on 
his own work that he had done before he 
became pope, and he’s developed this. As 
Pope, he hasn’t been afraid to develop the 
friendship with Ahmad Al-Tayyeb, and 
that changes things. It’s not just a formal 
relationship and trying to do things to-
gether.”

Tracing the history of their relation-
ship, the cardinal recalled that the Grand 
Imam visited the Pope in the Vatican and 
invited him to an international meeting on 
peace in Cairo. Francis accepted and went 
there in April 2017. Al-Tayyeb returned to 
Rome for a meeting organised by the Sant 

Egidio community in 2018 and asked to 
meet the Pope again. He was received 
by Francis together with a delegation of 
five people after the general audience on a 
Wednesday morning in a small room next 
to the Paul VI audience hall. The cardinal 
said, “they talked for some time in a rather 
formal way, and then Francis asked, ‘do 
you have a programme? Are you having 
lunch somewhere?’ They said they hadn’t 
arranged anything, so he said, ‘Can I in-
vite you to lunch?’ and then the conver-
sation flowed much more easily. And it 
was during that lunch that they suggested 
writing this common document on Hu-
man Fraternity.”

The cardinal recalled that some months 
after they had signed the text in Abu Dha-
bi, they set up the Higher Committee for 
Human Fraternity in the summer of 2019 
to promote that document. He hailed 
the establishment of this committee as 
“in every respect an advance. It shows 
we do things together, and we try to do 
more things together.” — By Gerard 
O’Connell, America

Similarities in Human Fraternity and Fratelli Tutti

A friendship that changed things

The world’s hope lies entirely in the blessing of God, who 
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in Christ. God 

did not wait for us to convert ourselves before beginning to 
love us; He loved us a long time before, when we were still in 
sin — we cannot but bless this God who blesses us. Blessing is 
an essential dimension of prayer. 

From the first pages of the Bible, there is a continual repeti-
tion of blessings. God blesses, and men and women soon dis-
cover that the blessing possesses a special power that accompa-
nies the person who receives it throughout his or her entire life 
and disposes the person’s heart to allow God to change it (Vat. 
II, Sacrosanctum Concilium, 61).

Like a good father and a good mother, God never stops lov-
ing his child, no matter what wrong he or she may have done. It 
is impressive to read these biblical texts of blessing in prison or 
a rehabilitation group. To allow these people to hear that they 
are still blessed, despite their grave errors, is itself a blessing. 
The Heavenly Father continues to desire their good and hopes 
that they will open themselves to the good. Even if their closest 
relatives have abandoned them, since they by now judge them 
to be irredeemable, they always remain children of God.

God’s grace changes lives. God takes us as we are, but never 
leaves us as we are. Let us think of what Jesus did with Zaccha-
eus (cf. Lk 19: 1-10). Everyone saw evil in him, but Jesus saw 
a glimmer of good in him. And from there, from his curiosity, 
Jesus lets the mercy of the God who saves fill his heart. Thus, 
Zacchaeus’ heart is touched, and his life changed. In every re-
jection and rejected people, Jesus sees the Father’s indelible 
blessing of mercy. 

To God who blesses, we too respond with a blessing: it is 
the prayer of praise, adoration, and thanksgiving. — AsiaNews

Bless God who blesses us

https://www.youtube.com/watch?list=PLTroqZcBkue16MMgzz9LKRp-W1biit5sp&v=mJrVAxYKdLk&feature=emb_title
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During the COVID-19 pandemic, friends 
and relatives reported that seeing these 
liturgies on TV helped them spiritually, 

especially around Easter. 
Such broadcasts seemed to meet a need. Li-

turgical history is rich and varied, and using 
technology to adjust to present circumstances 
seemed warranted.

But I began to have misgivings about these 
Masses. As soon as I received a detailed set of 
instructions for fitting the Mass within the para-
metres of the broadcast. 

Timing — hitting the 28-minute length re-
quirement — was everything. 

The broadcast window — not the message 
of the readings or the meaning of the prayers 
— became the principal determining factor for 
each of the small decisions a priest has to make 
when celebrating Mass: everything from which 
eucharistic prayer to use to when to pause for 
silent reflection.

Still, I was determined to go through with it. 
Circumstances in a pandemic are less than ide-
al, I told myself; maybe I was just being fussy. 

Only on the day of the production did I re-
alise that we were not filming a daily parish 
Mass. The Mass was being staged without a 
congregation, and I would be celebrating the 
Sunday liturgy on a Wednesday afternoon. 

The crew assured me if something didn’t fit 
the broadcast requirements, we could back up 
and do it again. We could even film parts of the 
Mass afterward, they told me, so that a smooth-
er version could be stitched together in post-
production. I did what I was told, but afterward 
I felt like I’d done something wrong.

The folks organising the filming were lovely, 
well-intentioned people, and in a crisis a bit of 
trial and error is inevitable. But there is some-

thing decidedly un-sacramental, even anti-sac-
ramental in e-Eucharist. 

The more I reflected on the experience, the 
less I could escape the conclusion that the Lit-
urgy of the Eucharist should not be filmed.

Pope Francis’ Unease
As Italy eased its coronavirus restrictions last 
spring, Pope Francis began to express unease 
with the long-term effects of so many televised 
liturgies, unease I would now second in spades. 
If e-Mass can substitute for the real thing, then 
the parish community is dispensable.

Moreover, physical participation is what sep-
arates a sacrament from a pious wish. At best, 
TV Masses are a bit like an IV-drip, able to keep 
one hydrated in an emergency but not really ca-

pable of providing the long-term nourishment 
necessary to build up the body of Christ.

A Deeper Problem
And there is an even deeper problem with tel-
evised Masses that I only came to appreciate 
through experience. The camera is not an inert 
observer. It changes what we do during the lit-
urgy, altering our perception of what Mass is. 

Vatican II’s constitution on the sacred liturgy, 
Sacrosanctum Concilium, makes clear that our 
task in the liturgy is not simply to watch but to 
participate. 

When he was still a cardinal, Joseph Ratz-
inger, in The Spirit of the Liturgy, identified the 
tendency of contemporary worship to become 
priestly performance as one of the most damag-

ing distortions of our liturgy.
Even liturgists who do not share all of Ratz-

inger’s theological sensibilities, such as John 
Baldovin (Reforming the Liturgy: A Response 
to the Critics), second his fundamental point 
that the Mass must be prayed and not per-
formed. On the day of my TV Mass, one of the 
crew said to me, “You’ll be famous!” She was 
joking, of course, but the circumstances made 
the joke inevitable.

And even if the circumstances had not been 
so artificial as that particular way of staging 
Mass — if there had been a real congregation, 
for example — the camera would have had its 
effect in the little things like where one directs 
one’s attention or moves one’s eyes. 

That particular staging had the added fault 
of introducing an element of falsehood into the 
celebration: The fact that I was pretending it 
was Sunday on a Wednesday meant that what 
I was doing did not quite correspond to reality.

While I’m not dogmatic on the specifics, I 
have more and more come to believe that a key 
to celebrating the liturgy as Sacrosanctum Con-
cilium and the fathers of the liturgical move-
ment intended, is that it be real. I’d rather have 
real flowers than plastic, wax candles than oil-
filled tubes; when I say the words of the Mass 
I try to speak directly to the intended party — 
looking at the people when I say “The Lord 
be with you” but not letting my eyes wander 
through the congregation when addressing God 
the Father.

We should stop filming the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist

As coronavirus cases spike again, priests are encouraging the faithful who are watching the 
Mass livestreamed and have no access to the Eucharist to practice “spiritual Communion.” 
(CNS photo/Chaz Muth)

We are inundated with entertainment 
— Netflix, no doubt, is one of the pan-

demic’s winners — so I think. If we are to keep 
the liturgy sacred, now is the time to exercise a 
bit of what St Ignatius of Loyola called agere 
contra: to act against those tendencies that may 
come naturally but lead away from the truth. 
Perhaps this means reconsidering certain prac-
tices, including TV Masses, that seemed nor-
mal even before the pandemic. Generic exhor-
tations like “be more reverent” are too squishy 
to be of much help; we need a concrete action 
to reassert the sacredness, the irreducibility of 
the Eucharist.

Many have found some good in broadcast lit-
urgies — the homebound and the hospitalised, 
for example — and the liturgy itself suggests 
where we might make the right distinction to 
preserve what is worthwhile in such practices. 
We should continue to allow the transmission 
of the Liturgy of the Word, but filming the Lit-
urgy of the Eucharist should be prohibited.

In the Early Church
Drawing such a line actually has a strong histor-
ic precedent. In the early Church, the Liturgy of 
the Word and the Liturgy of the Eucharist were 
sometimes celebrated in different rooms. This 
was done to facilitate a broader hearing of the 
Scriptures among those interested in but not yet 
fully committed to Christianity, while reserving 
participation in the Eucharist to those fully initi-
ated.

This distinction exists today (if somewhat 
obscurely) in the dismissal of the catechumens 
in the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. In 
the Byzantine rite, it is marked by the exclama-
tion “The doors! The doors!” before the creed 

and then the anaphora (the Eucharistic prayer).
Making such a distinction respects the par-

ticular nature of each of the two principal parts 
of the Mass. The Liturgy of the Word is a time 
of teaching and instruction, something that 
can be done, if imperfectly, via TV (or Wi-Fi). 
You can tell someone what you learned in the 
homily (in some cases, even improve upon it), 
but that simply doesn’t work when it comes to 
Holy Communion. 

Sacraments are not principles to be learned 
but tangible realities that cannot be reduced to 
the sum of their parts; they are concrete because 
they are given.

The theorist of television and communica-
tion Marshall McLuhan was right to observe 
that “the medium is the message.” When the 
medium is bread and wine, it can’t go digital 
without becoming something less than bread 
and wine. Pictures of food and drink do not 
nourish. And love means remaining unsatiated 
with anything less than the Beloved — even 
when he is absent.

Rather than manufacturing a substitute for 
what is not there, perhaps it is better simply to 
acknowledge the absence of what is desired. 

God’s love for us brought him into this 
world of absences and faults and limitations. 
The specificity of the sacraments means there 
are limits on when and how they can be cel-
ebrated. But existing within those limits is part 
of what we mean when we profess the Son of 
God became incarnate. The desire that we feel 
when we cannot receive Communion might be 
painful, but it is honest. There can be something 
salvific in that longing. On Calvary Jesus said, 
“I thirst.” Thirsting for him is also a kind of 
communion with him who longs for us.

While the Eucharist demands to be the abso-
lute centre of the celebrant’s attention without 
competition from the camera, the proclamation 
of the Word and preaching are naturally direct-
ed to a listening “audience.” 

A Liturgy of the Word intended principally 
for broadcast would not necessarily have to 
imitate Mass — with readings proclaimed from 
lecterns, for example — but could engage the 
daily readings at greater length and in a more 
conversational style.

Televising an actual Mass without the Eucha-
rist could be handled in different ways. A com-
mentator could bring the broadcast to a close af-
ter the Prayers of the Faithful with a brief prayer 
— perhaps similar to the prayers for “spiritual 
communion” already in use. 

This probably shouldn’t be done by the priest 
himself, since he should be concerned with 
celebrating the Eucharist for the congregation 
present and not the camera. 

A variation of such a prayer could bring the 
broadcast to a close after the Prayers of the 
Faithful. A longer broadcast would allow for 
further instruction — as happens when the cat-
echumens are dismissed in RCIA — cutting 
away from the Mass and giving others a chance 
to comment on some aspect of the readings, the 
liturgical season or the saints of the week.

One of the weaknesses of our contemporary 
liturgical life is that it too often reduces every-
thing to Mass, so that we forget we have other 
liturgical options (the Liturgy of the Hours, our 
plethora of blessings) and all the many ways 
of praying with Scripture to serve our pastoral 
needs. Some of these may work more naturally 
in e-versions.

The wisdom of the RCIA process is that it 

recognises that participating in Mass is some-
thing that we must learn how to do. I suspect 
our evangelical and pastoral efforts would be 
more effective if we employed a more textured 
array of liturgical practices.

Video or photography during the Eucharist is 
not a sin, nor do those who have worked crea-
tively and hard to televise liturgies have bad 
motives. 

What I am suggesting is something like a 
dress code; the camera does not alter the valid-
ity of the celebration, but it does hurt our sense 
of decorum and the quality of our prayer. It ob-
scures the sacred. 

The pandemic and shutdowns have diluted 
the Church’s sacramental life. But crisis brings 
opportunity, sometimes by prompting us to a 
renewed appreciation of things once taken for 
granted. Even before COVID’s ripples, the 
negative effects of a predominantly electronic 
social life were becoming increasingly clear.

Perhaps now is the time to push back against 
the excesses of life among the screens and to 
regain a more human equilibrium. Perhaps 
our way of worshipping needs to testify more 
clearly to the fact that certain things cannot go 
virtual. The Real Presence seems a good place 
to start. — By Fr Anthony R. Lusvardi, SJ, 
America

Keeping the liturgy sacred and focused

That particular staging had the added 
fault of introducing an element of 

falsehood into the celebration

The camera does not alter the 
validity of the celebration, but it 
does hurt our sense of decorum 
and the quality of our prayer.            

It obscures the sacred.
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Nearly fifty years ago Hen-
ri Nouwen wrote a book 
entitled, The Wounded 

Healer. Its reception established 
his reputation as a unique spirit-
ual mentor and he went on to be-
come one of the most influential 
spiritual writers of the past half-
century. What made his writings 
so powerful? His brilliance? His 
gift for expression? He was gift-
ed, yes, but so are many others. 
What set him apart was that he 
was a deeply wounded man and 
from that disquieted place inside 
him issued forth words that were 
a healing balm to millions. 

How does this work? How do 
our wounds help heal others? 
They don’t. It’s not our wounds 
that help heal others. Rather our 
wounds can colour our gifts and 
talents in such a way so that they 
no longer educe resistance and 
envy in others but instead be-
come what God meant them to 
be, gifts to grace others. 

Sadly, the opposite is often 
true. Our gifts and talents often 
become the reason we’re disliked 
and perhaps even hated. There’s 
a curious dynamic here. We don’t 
automatically, nor easily, let the 
gifts of others grace us. More of-

ten, we’re reluctant to admit their 
beauty and power and we resist 
and envy those who possess them 
and sometimes even hate them 
for their gifts. That’s one of the 
reasons we find it hard to simply 
admire someone.

But this reluctance in us 
doesn’t just say something about 
us. Often it says something too 
about the persons who possess 
those gifts. Talent is an ambigu-
ous thing, it can be used to assert 
ourselves, to separate ourselves 
from others, to stand out and to 
stand above, rather than as a gift 
to help others. Our talents can 
be used simply to point to how 
bright, talented, good-looking, 
and successful we are. Then they 
simply become a strength meant 
to dwarf others and set ourselves 
apart. 

How can we make our talents 
a gift for others?  How can we be 
loved for our talents rather than 
hated for them?  Here’s the dif-
ference: we will be loved and ad-
mired for our gifts when our gifts 
are coloured by our wounds so 
that others do not see them as a 
threat or as something that sets us 
apart but rather as something that 
gifts them in their own shortcom-

ings. When shared in a certain 
way, our gifts can become gifts 
for everyone else. 

Here’s how that algebra works: 
Our gifts are given us not for our-
selves but for others. But, to be 
that, they need to be coloured by 
compassion. We come to com-
passion by letting our wounds 
befriend our gifts. Here are two 
examples.

When Princess Diana died in 
1997 there was a massive out-
pouring of love for her. Both by 
temperament and as a Catholic 
priest, I’m normally not given to 
grieving over celebrities, yet I felt 

a deep sorrow and love for this 
woman. Why? Because she was 
beautiful and famous? Not that. 
Many women who are beautiful 
and famous are hated for it. Prin-
cess Diana was loved by so many 
because she was a wounded per-
son, someone whose wounds col-
oured her beauty and fame in a 
way that induced love, not envy. 

Henri Nouwen, who popular-
ised the phrase, “the wounded 
healer” shared a similar trait. He 
was a brilliant man, the author 
of more than forty books, one of 
the most popular religious speak-
ers of his generation, tenured at 
both Harvard and Yale, a person 
with friends all over the world; 
but also a deeply wounded man 
who, by his own repeated admis-
sion, suffered restlessness, anxi-
ety, jealousies, and obsessions 
that occasionally landed him in 
a clinic.  As well, by his own 
repeated admission, amidst this 
success and popularity, for most 
of his adult life he struggled to 
simply accept love. His wounds 
forever got in the way. And this, 
his wounded self, colours basi-
cally every page of every book 
he wrote. His brilliance was 
forever coloured by his wounds 

and that’s why it was never self-
assertive but always compassion-
ate. No one envied Nouwen’s 
brilliance; he was too wounded 
to be envied. Instead, his bril-
liance always touched us in a 
healing way. He was a wounded 
healer.

Those words, wounded and 
healer, ordain each other. I’m 
convinced that God calls each 
of us to a vocation and to a spe-
cial work here on earth more on 
the basis of our wounds than on 
the basis of our gifts. Our gifts 
are real and important; but they 
only grace others when they are 
shaped into a special kind of com-
passion by the uniqueness of our 
own wounds. Our unique, special 
wounds can help make each of us 
a unique, special healer.

Our world is full of brilliant, 
talented, highly-successful, and 
beautiful people. Those gifts are 
real, come from God, and should 
never be denigrated in God’s 
name. However, our gifts don’t 
automatically help others; but 
they will if they are coloured by 
our wounds so that they flow out 
as compassion and not as pride. 
— By Fr Ron Rolheiser, all 
rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

Our wounds, our gifts, and 
our power to heal others …

According to Pope Francis, 
Mary is the model of mother 

and woman.  Her school is one of 
faith and life, and she teaches well 
the alphabet of human and Chris-
tian life.

The Pope made the comment to 
some 200 students and professors 
of the Pontifical Theological Fac-
ulty “Marianum” of Rome, run 
by the Order of Servants of Mary 
(The Servites).  This prestigious 
academic institution on Mariol-
ogy also publishes Marianum, a 
well-known journal on Marian 
theology. 

By going to the heart of her 
mystery, the Pope said, we can 
discover the wonders of her moth-
erhood and her womanhood. Eliz-
abeth recognised her as “mother 
of the Lord”, the Pope said, and 
Jesus wanted us to walk in life 
with the best of mothers.   

Mary’s motherhood builds 
fraternity
“Our Lady made God our broth-
er, and as a mother can make the 
Church and the world more fra-
ternal,” the Pope said. The Church 
needs to rediscover her maternal 
heart, which beats for unity; but 
she also needs our Earth, to be-
come again the home of all her 
children.

Citing his latest encyclical, Fr-
atelli Tutti, the Pope said that Our 
Lady “wants to give birth to a new 
world, where all of us are brothers 

and sisters, where there is room 
for all those whom our societies 
discard” (no. 278).

“We need motherhood, those 

who generate and regenerate life 
with tenderness, because only 
gift, care and sharing keep the hu-
man family together.”

According to the Pope, a world 
without mothers has no future.

“Profits and governments alone 
do not give a future, on the con-

trary, they sometimes increase in-
equalities and injustices. Mothers, 
instead, make every child feel at 
home and give hope.”

As a mother, Mary teaches the 
art of meeting and walking to-
gether. In this regard, the Pope 
commended Marianum where 
different theological and spiritual 
traditions come together as a large 
family, thus contributing also to 
ecumenical and interreligious 
dialogue.

Mary’s womanhood makes 
us a people
Speaking about Mary’s woman-
hood, the Pope said, “Just as the 
mother makes the Church a fam-
ily, so the woman makes us a 
people.” This explains the natural 
popular piety to Our Lady, the 
Pope said, encouraging Mariol-
ogy to follow and promote her, 
sometimes purify her, but always 
paying attention to the “signs 
of the Marian times” that run 
through our time.

In this regard, the Pope drew at-
tention to the role of women, say-
ing it is essential for the Church 
and for the world. He regretted 
that many women do not receive 
the dignity due them.

“The woman who brought God 
into the world must be able to 
bring her gifts into history.”

He ended by stressing, “Her 
genius and style are needed.” — 
Vatican News

The Church, world need Mary’s motherhood and womanhood

Pope Francis celebrates Mass for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God Jan 1, 2020. (CNA photo/Pablo Esparza)
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Assumption parish holds interreligious 
dialogue on Brotherhood, Unity and Peace
PETALING JAYA: The Parish 
Ministry of Ecumenism and Inter-
religious Affairs (PMEIA) of the 
Church of the Assumption hosted 
its second interreligious dialogue 
via ZOOM this year on Saturday, 
21 Nov 2020 at 8.00pm.

Inspired by the Holy Father’s 
latest encyclical Fratelli Tutti, 
the two-hour online session titled 
Brotherhood, Unity and Peace 

was attended by some leaders 
from the major faiths in the coun-
try and laity. 

After welcoming everyone, As-
sumption Parish Priest Fr Gregory 
Chan and dialogue facilitator in-
vited Archbishop Julian Leow to 
give the opening remarks.

Archbishop Leow welcomed 
everyone and noted in jest that 
the evening’s esteemed speakers 
on Brotherhood, Unity and Peace 
were all men. 

“I am happy and honoured to 
be here to support Assumption’s 
PMEIA initiative. It’s nice to see 
all of you and I look forward to 
hearing the words of wisdom from 
our major faiths represented here 
tonight.

“Before we can pray for peace, 
unity and harmony, we need to 
know one another as fellow pil-
grims on this journey we are mak-
ing together in Malaysia,” said 
Archbishop Leow. Religious leaders and representatives participate in an interreligious dialogue via Zoom on Nov 21, 2020.

Insights from the other religions

Buddhist Chief High Priest of 
Malaysia Most Venerable Da-

tuk K Sri Dhammaratana, said, “I 
am happy to meet all of you and 
to participate in this forum. Living 
in a multiracial, multi religious 
country, we must be together – 
work together, stay together – as 
brothers.

Buddha’s teaching mentions 
Kalyāṇa-mittatā, which is a con-
cept of good or virtuous friends. 
To associate with this friendship, 
we must build up our relationship 

/ brotherhood together. He also 
wishes all human beings to be 
well and happy, not just limited to 
a particular race or religion.

Another important point Bud-
dha highlighted was that we must 
practise loving kindness and to 
ensure this, it cannot be limited to 
the rich or poor, a race or religion. 
We also need to practise Muditā 
which is sympathetic joy when 
a fellow brother is reaping good 
karma and doing well – we should 
not feel angry or jealous.

“If we can practise these quali-
ties together, we can develop 
brotherhood, peace and harmony.”

Honorary Secretary of the 
Hindu Association PJ, Ashok 

Kandiah,’ shared that in Hinduism 
there are no exclusionary rules, 
rather everything is inclusionary. 
Having no rules is a rule, choosing 
not to choose is a choice, deciding 
not to decide is a decision, only 
that you must be true to who you 
really are. 

Therefore, everything and eve-
rybody is equal, with the added 
perspective that everybody is di-
vine. Your real dharma is to be 
consistent with your real divin-
ity and anything that you do that 
detracts from that divinity is a 

departure from your real divine 
character. 

Live life, do your duty, do good, 
be good, spread happiness and 
espouse the real characteristic of 
humanity as well as good ethical 
and conscionable behaviour. It is 
less about being a good Hindu and 
more about being a good human 
being.

“We often make the mistake 
of putting our religious beliefs in 
the forefront and in that we for-
get about unity and brotherhood, 
seeing the differences and not the 
common features. If we can focus 
on doing good and looking at the 
person, not his/her race, colour or 
religion, unity, peace and brother-
hood can be fostered.

“We must also remember, at this 
age when we are raising young 
ones – what we say and how we 
behave is what they are watching 
and that is what they are going to 
say and do in the future – so the 
future is in our hands.”

Bernard Tan from the Petal-
ing Jaya Bahai community 

thanked PMEIA Assumption for 
arranging the session as it had 
been a long time since everyone 
met. “It brings me so much joy 
when I sign in and see everyone’s 
faces. Dialogues, discourses like 
this are so important to build un-
derstanding, trust and unity. On 
behalf of the Baha’i community, 
I thank you.”

He shared the writing of 
Baháʼu'lláh, who is one of the 
twin manifestations of God for the 

Baha’i faith. 
Quoting from 
The Glean-
ings from the 
Writings of 
Bahá’u’lláh, 
Bernard said: 
“One of the 
i m p o r t a n t 
principles of 
the Baha’i 
faith is the concept of One Hu-
man Family, around which all 
the teachings of Baháʼu’lláh re-
volves. Baháʼu’lláh compared the 

world of humanity to the human 
body where millions of cells in 
diverse forms and functions play 
their part in unison and do not 
compete for resources. 

The other teaching states, ‘so 
powerful is the light of unity that 
it can illuminate the whole Earth’, 
and if we associate illuminate to 
mean educate,  so powerful is the 
light of unity that it can educate 
the whole earth. When we seek 
the truth, we can find unity, and 
when we work together towards 
unity, we find the truth.”

The first speaker, retired engineer 
Tan Joon Chee from St Paul’s 

Anglican Church in Petaling Jaya, 
shared that the Anglican faith is 
often considered the reformed or 
hybrid between the Catholic and 
protestant faiths. 

“Our beliefs are bible based and 
we acknowledge there is one uni-
versal God. Our faith believes God 
created us and all human beings are 
precious in God’s sight. So, life is 
precious, and we must respect each 
other even though we are from dif-
ferent faiths, races and cultures.”

“Here on earth, we continue to 
be God’s ambassador, to do his 

mission, to show love, justice and 
mercy towards all. Especially when 
we see so much poverty, suppres-
sion and marginalised people – it 
is our calling to provide help when 
and wherever possible – much like 
the parable of the Good Samaritan.”

Tan Joon Chee, St Paul’s Anglican Church

Bernard Tan, Petaling Jaya Bahai community

Continued on page 14 

Most Venerable Datuk K. Sri Dhammaratana, Buddhist Chief High Priest

DaoZhang Tan Hoe Chieow, President of Taoist Associations

Ashok Kandiah, Secretary of the Hindu 
Association PJ President of the Federation of 

Taoist Associations Daozhang 
Tan Hoe Chieow,  summarised that 
all religions converge on universal 
values. If we can build brotherhood, 
we can have unity and with unity, 
we’ll have peace.

After many interreligious dia-
logues Daozhang Tan says many 
world religious leaders say, there is 
one god called by different names. 

And for the Taoist – it is a way, so 
the great Tao doesn’t have a name 
or a form.

In Malaysia and across Asia, our 
culture already shares a brother-
hood as we address people as broth-
er, sister, abang, kakak, makcik or 
pakcik. That’s already a start to uni-
ty. To promote brotherhood, unity 
and peace – we just must follow our 
religious teachings. 
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Who is my neighbour? 

No one can live in isolation, we need community
Fr Gregory Chan seconded 

Daozhang that it was time to 
bring all the talking into action, 
before presenting the Catholic an-
gle. 

Founded on the Pope’s recent 
writings, Fr Chan said, “St Fran-
cis expressed a fraternal openness 
that allows us to acknowledge, 
appreciate and love each person, 
regardless of physical proxim-
ity, regardless of where he or she 
was born or lives. Wherever he 
went, he sowed seeds of peace and 
walked alongside the poor, the 
abandoned, the infirm and the out-
cast, the least of his brothers and 
sisters.

Eight hundred years ago it was 
recorded that St Francis met a 

Sultan in Egypt and they found 
themselves “among the Saracens 
and other nonbelievers”, Without 
renouncing their own identity they 
were not to “engage in arguments 
or disputes, but to be subject to 
every human creature for God’s 
sake”. St Francis urged that all 
forms of hostility or conflict be 
avoided, and that a humble and 
fraternal “subjection” be shown to 
those who did not share his faith.

Francis did not wage a war of 
words aimed at imposing doc-
trines; he simply spread the love 
of God. He understood that “God 
is love and those who abide in 
love abide in God” (1 Jn 4:16).

Come 2020 and COVID-19 hits 
the world. The pandemic’s unex-

pected eruption exposed our false 
securities. [The] inability [of vari-
ous countries] to work together 
became quite evident. For all our 
hyper-connectivity, we witnessed 
a fragmentation that made it more 
difficult to resolve problems that 

affect us all. Anyone who thinks 
that the only lesson to be learned 
was the need to improve what we 
were already doing, or to refine 
existing systems and regulations, 
is denying reality.

It made us realise no one can 
face life in isolation – we need 
community.

Pope Francis wrote, “It is my 
desire that, in this our time, by ac-
knowledging the dignity of each 
human person, we can contribute 
to the rebirth of a universal as-
piration to fraternity. Fraternity 
between all men and women... 
“Here we have a splendid secret 
that shows us how to dream and 
to turn our life into a wonderful 
adventure. No one can face life 

in isolation… We need a commu-
nity that supports and helps us, in 
which we can help one another to 
keep looking ahead.”

“In Petaling Jaya – we have 
established a community, a link, 
friendship and understanding. 
This interfaith community was 
built in 2018, and we should build 
on our strength,” said Fr Chan. 

On dialogue and friendship in 
society, Pope Francis says, we 
must approach, speak, listen, look 
at, come to know and understand 
one another, and to find common 
ground.

“Luckily this community has al-
ready been doing this and now it is 
time to move into action,” said Fr 
Chan. – By Gwen Manickam

Pr o t e s t a n t 
I n t e r n a -

tional Pastor 
of Kuala Lum-
pur Friends 
F e l l o w s h i p 
Rev Michael 
Moey revisit-
ed the parable 
of the Good 
Samaritan and 
linked it to the ongoing plight of 
Myanmar refugees in our coun-
try. He asked three questions – 
Who is my neighbour? Am I a 
good neighbour? And what am I 

to do as a neighbour?
Jesus said our neighbour is a 

man – he didn’t specify the ethnic 
identity – reminding us that we 
share a common humanity in God. 

Much like the man in the par-
able, Myanmar refugees face 
discrimination, exploitation and 
prejudice in this country. As they 
do not have the necessary paper-
work, they fall below the B40 
community in the country. So, 
who are our brothers and sisters 
– surely the refugees must be 
included, as they are created by 
God.

Are we good neighbours, when 
we pass by the refugees because 
we don’t want to do the extra 
work or because we don’t know 
who they are? Jesus made the Sa-
maritan a hero to show the Jews to 
accept all humanity.

As a neighbour, what can I do? 
There is the personal dimension 
which includes visiting, teaching 
and praying for them while the 
structural dimension takes more 
effort. It can be to change the 
existing structures in our society 
that does not include these refu-
gees today. 

Gurdawara Sahib PJ Vice Pres-
ident Gurphajan Singh, said 

it is God’s mercy we could come 
together to share the good things 
and basic principles every religion 
teaches us – that all are equal and 
to help all in need.

 Three things the Sikhs hold 
steadfast are to do prayers and 
meditation (much like all other re-
ligions and as stated in our Rukun 
negara – kepercayaan kepada Tu-
han), honest living, and from these 
honest earnings to share with the 

poor and needy. 
“God has taught us to serve all 

without race, religion or colour 
and during the MCO – we saw 
this firsthand – how the different 
communities came to the ground 
to care for the needy.”

Much like Matthew 25:41, Gur-
phajan said their teachings also 
say, if you met a poor, hungry man 
on your way to pray at the temple 
and you did not help him, your 
prayers will not be received by 
God, because it was God sitting 

there in the form of the poor, hun-
gry man and you denied him.

Interreligious coordinator for 
Masjid Jamek Sultan Abdul 

Aziz, PJ Mohd Hairul Anuar Ab-
dul Halim, summarised that as 
human beings we share similar 
beliefs on brotherhood, unity and 
peace – now it is important to im-
plement it into our daily lives. 

“The PJ interfaith group was 
formed in 2018 and since then, 
we have carried out almost 30 ac-
tivities together. Although we’ve 
had to cancel most of this year’s 
events, our collaboration shows 
the perfect meaning of brother-
hood, unity and peace in this town. 
Congratulations to all of you.”

The concept of brotherhood, 
unity and peace is clearly stated in 
the Holy Quran chapter 49 verse 
13 “O humanity! Indeed, we cre-
ated you from a male and a fe-
male, and made you into peoples 
and tribes so that you may ‘get 
to’ know one another.” This verse 
shows that all humans are equal in 
the sight of Allah irrespective of 
colour, race and nationality. 

“As Muslims, we need to prac-
tise this in daily life not just read 
the meaning of this verse. If all of 
us really implement the meaning, 

we are back on track to develop a 
good relationship among us. With-
out brotherhood, we cannot have 
unity, without unity, peace cannot 
be achieved.”

We must remember, if the 
Prophet could live peacefully 
among the Jews in the holy city of 
Madinah 1400 years ago, we have 
no excuse not to be able to live 
with our fellow citizens who call 
Malaysia as Negaraku.

If we wish to continue being a 
multiracial, multicultural country, 
then we must show the younger 
generation how having friends 
who are of a different faith and 
race is easy and natural.

Mohd Hairul Anuar Abdul Halim, 
Interreligious Coordinator for Masjid 
Jamek Sultan Abdul Aziz

Rev Michael Moey, Protestant International Pastor of Kuala Lumpur 
Friends Fellowship

Gurphajan Singh, Vice President of Gurdwara Sahib PJ
 Continue from page 13

ROME: Pope Francis’ charity 
brought free flu vaccines and cor-
onavirus tests to homeless people 
living in a town outside Rome.

The Vatican ambulance carried 
the medical supplies to the small 
seaside town of Torvaianica, lo-
cated outside the wider metropol-
itan area of Rome, about 45 miles 
south of the city centre.

Despite heavy rain, health staff 
from the papal charity office ad-
ministered the flu shots and COV-
ID-19 tests to 35 people in the 
courtyard in front of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary Immaculate Parish.

Those who received the help 
were mostly immigrants from 
Argentina, Colombia, and Peru, 
who do not have access to regular 
medical services. 

Torvaianica is marked by pov-
erty and homelessness, and some 
of the people who received help 
Dec 2 engage in prostitution on 
the town’s beachfront.

The local priest, Fr Andrea 
Conocchia, said that this may 
have been the first time they 
had “received such concrete 
and effective attention from the 
Church.”

Despite the clouds and rain, 
he said that “it was a sunny 
day, because it was illuminated 
and warmed by the presence of 
friends who arrived in the Vatican 
ambulance.”

“People were happy about this 
closeness, this presence, attention 
and care,” the priest added. “They 
were very excited.”

“They pray for the Church. 
They ask for blessings for the 
Pope. They are really very con-
tent and very happy” to receive 
help, he said. — By Hannah              
Brockhaus, CNA

Pope Francis’ ambulance brings free flu shots and 
coronavirus tests to the homeless

Pope Francis blesses an ambulance entrusted to the Office of Papal Charities. 
(CNA photo/Vatican Media)
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Dear children,

The Second Week of Advent read-
ings remind us that we are preparing 
for the coming of Jesus. 
The first reading says, “A voice 

cries out in the desert, ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord!”. St Paul in the 

second reading, tells us to conduct 
ourselves in holiness and devotion, 
waiting for the day of the Lord. 
In the Gospel reading we hear 

about Saint John the Baptist pre-
paring the people for the coming of 
Christ.
What can we do to prepare for 

the coming of Jesus, which we re-
member especially at Christmas?
First, we should try to be holy like 

Saint Paul says. We should pray and 
do good. 
Then we should make sure that we 

have repented of all our sins, like St 
John the Baptist taught the people. 

Finally, we should tell people about 
Jesus!
 The first reading tells us, “Fear 

not to cry out and say to the cities 
of Judah! Here is your God!”

Love
Aunty Eliz 

Circle all the words below that describe the 
qualities of agape, or “Love,” which Paul 

wrote in his poem to the Corinthians

I am the voice of 
one crying out in 
the desert,
“Prepare the way 
of the Lord, make 
straight his path!

What did God send before Jesus to 
prepare the people for His coming?
Connect the dots to find out!

Prepare the way for the 
Lord, make straight 
the paths for him 
(Mark 1: 3) 

Draw more people who 
went to the river to listen 
to John the Baptist and 
get baptised to prepare 
for the coming of Jesus.
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VATICAN: Picking up Pope Francis’s 
appeal to young people on the 32nd 
World Youth Day — in which he re-
minded them that they need the “wis-
dom and vision” of the elderly — the 
Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life is 
launching an initiative called “A Gift of 
Wisdom” as the Church approaches the 
season of Christmas.

In a statement on Nov 26, the Dicast-
ery emphasised that in spite of the “par-
ticular climate in which we are living” 
due to the pandemic, young people have 
the opportunity to receive a special gift 
through bonding with elderly people – 
many of them living alone because of 
the ongoing health crisis.

“We can create bonds with each of 
them,” the statement notes, “this is a 
treasure waiting to be discovered!”

JOHOR BAHRU: In con-
junction with the Ad-
vent Season, the Ma-

lacca Johore Diocese 
Young People’s Network 
(formally known as the Ma-
lacca Johore Youth and 
Campus Ministry) will be 
organising an online Ad-
vent Recollection with the 
theme, A time to reflect, 
reconnect and reconcile 
with the Lord.

This online programme hopes 
to not only provide young peo-
ple with not only information on 
the Advent Season but also fa-
cilitate a deeper encounter with 

Him so as to prepare themselves 
to welcome Him this Christmas.

With that being said, this on-
line programme will be open to 
all young people aged between 
13 to 39 and will be conducted 
in four different languages on 
ZOOM.

Registrations are now open 
and can be accessed by scan-
ning the QR code in the poster 
or through this link : https://forms.
gle/bfJR1k9qYcCL5mub8

If you have any questions or 
need more information, do con-
tact 

Daryl @ 014-227 4785, 
Francisco @ 011-1189 1492 or 
Aloysius @ 011-3640 1984
Thank you very much and we 

hope to see you then!

Vatican launches #aGiftOfWisdom campaign

Online Advent 
Recollection by 
MJDYPN

Closeness to the elderly
This “Gift of Wisdom” initia-
tive comes after the success of 
the July 2020 campaign, “The 
elderly are your grandparents.” 
During that campaign, the Di-
castery collected virtual hugs 
sent by many young people to 
both their own grandparents and 
to “adopted grandparents.”

With this latest initiative, 
however, young people from 
all over the world are invited to 
“send a message to the elderly 
and to receive in return the gift 
of their wisdom.”

Share on social media 
platforms
More precisely, the Dicast-

ery proposes that young peo-
ple post on social media “a 
memory, a piece of advice, or 
a ‘gift of wisdom’ that they 
have received from one of the 
elderly people with whom they 
have formed a bond in recent 
months.”

As health restrictions are still 
in force in many countries, the 
Dicastery encourages that par-
ticipation in this campaign be 
done via social media using the 
hashtag #aGiftOfWisdom.

The best posts will be shared 
on the social media accounts of 
the Dicastery for Laity, Family 
and Life (@laityfamilylife). — 
By Fr Benedict Mayaki, SJ, 
Vatican News
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KUALA LUMPUR: The youth of the Kristus 
Aman Youth Ministry have continued their 
monthly virtual youth gatherings amidst the 
uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic, with 
their latest gathering focusing on modern day 
saints.

The virtual meeting via Zoom, and brought 
25 of the KAYM youths back together once 
again for their monthly e-fellowship.

The gathering, entitled Just Like Us - Jour-
neying with the Saints, aimed to discuss the 
lives of three modern day blesseds, namely Bl 
Carlo Acutis, Bl Chiara Badano, and Bl Pier 
Giorgio Frassati, all of whom died at a young 
age.

The youths began the night with a quick 
ice-breaking session on Mentimeter, whereby 
they were encouraged to participate by shar-
ing something that they missed about KAYM. 
Most indicated that they missed their friends 
and the fun, the human connection, and being 
able to pray together.

After the ice-breaking session, the main dis-
cussion began. In this particular 

gathering, a panel of four 
speakers Amanda Thérèse, 
Ryan Kwang, Geena Low 
and Jynn Kok carried out 

the session in the form of a 
forum, where they each 

shared their own input 

about each of the three blesseds to create a dy-
namic conversation.

The forum began with an introduction 
about what saints are, and the process of being 
recognised as a saint in the Catholic Church. 
The panelists also outlined a few misconcep-
tions about saints, and explained the truth in 
regards to each false perception.

The panelists then moved on to share about 
each of the three individual saints. They 
covered each saint’s background and 
talked about their lives, considering 
who they were as people and how 
they could relate to them as youths.

The discussion delved into how 
each saint had lived their lives in ho-
liness, how they had faced the chal-
lenges of their times, and how they 
desired Jesus above all things. The 
panelists further emphasised 
that each of these saints were 
human, that they too had their 
own wants and desires, but al-
ways sought God and His king-
dom first.

As the discussion evolved, 
the panellists then went on to discuss further 
how youths could pursue friendships with 
each of these saints, as saints are able to guide 
and befriend them. 

The conversation then moved into discuss-
ing how the youth could also realistically 
pursue holiness in their own lives, answering 
their unique call to holiness in their own ways.

The youths were then split into groups of 

four or five and placed into Zoom 
Breakout Rooms. In each of these 

Breakout Rooms, the youths 
had a chance to reflect on 

everything they had just 
heard and voice their 
thoughts in their own dis-
cussion spaces based on 
the questions posed by the 
facilitating members. 

The discussions among 
the groups focused mainly on sharing their 
personal stories, with a reflection on the ques-
tion, “Who is God calling me to be?”, meant 
to encourage them to reflect on their personal 
calls to holiness. With each others’ support, 
the youth emboldened one another on their 
journey to heaven and prayed for each other 
in their own respective groups.

At the end of the session, all youths re-

turned to the Main Session and concluded the 
night with a prayer.

This gathering was a success, as the goal 
of the session to encourage youth to believe 
in their ability to pursue holi-
ness at this point in their lives 
had been achieved, and it had 
also proved that being online 
had not stopped the KAYM 
youths from want-
ing fellowship and 
seeking God.

Learning that the saints are 
just like us

COLOMBO: Christian university 
students in Sri Lanka have taken the 
lead in highlighting the importance 
of Pope Francis’ third encyclical, 
Fratelli Tutti (All Brothers).

The study circle of the University 
of Kelaniya said the encyclical is a 
roadmap to face global challenges 
by implementing comprehensive 
Catholic social teaching.

“Pope Francis has called for uni-
versal brotherhood, love without 
borders, hospitality and welcoming 
love through this encyclical. This is 
a new way of thinking about region-
al and international relations,” said 
journalist Saman Kapila Wijesuriya.

Fratelli Tutti was signed on Oct 3 
on the Pontiff’s visit to the tomb of St 
Francis of Assisi and was published 
the day after the saint’s feastday.

The Pope calls for more human 
fraternity and solidarity and the re-
jection of wars. He states that the 
COVID-19 pandemic has under-
lined the failure of the world to work 
together during this crisis.

Wijesuriya, editor of news website 
Vathikana Sulaga (Vatican Winds), 
said the encyclical asking for respect 
for human rights is the preliminary 
condition for a country’s social and 
economic development.

He said war is a negation of all 
rights. “If we want true integral hu-
man development for all, we must 
work tirelessly to avoid war between 
nations and people.”

Sri Lanka’s 26-year civil war 
caused significant hardships for the 
economy, the environment and the 
population.

“Christians here are told that hu-
man rights conspiracies come from 
the West. If it’s a conspiracy, it’s not 
from the West, it’s from heaven. The 
main conspirator is Pope Francis,” 
said Wijesuriya.

Dilki Edirisinghe, a fourth-year 
student and a member of the study 
circle at Kelaniya University, said 
Pope Francis has challenged all and 
asked whether we act as Samaritans.

“Baptism alone cannot make us a 
true Christian,” said Edirisinghe.

The Christian group studies socio-
economic, political, philosophical, 
historical and cultural  subjects and 

shares knowledge through dialogue. 
Members try to contribute to build-
ing a society that values love, free-
dom, equality, justice and coexist-
ence.

Nuwani Apsara, a student, said 
Fratelli Tutti appeals to all nations, 
ethnic groups and religions.

“The document was issued during 
the time when the entire world is suf-
fering deeply from the COVID-19 
pandemic,” she said.

“The document is important be-
cause it reflects the Pope’s continu-
ing concern and care for universal 
humanity and the environment as 
well as a call to continue endeavours 
to make the world a better place to 
live for all creation.” — ucanews.
com

WASHINGTON: Blessed Carlo 
Acutis, the Italian teen beatified in 
October, is not only responsible for a 
medical miracle, he also has inspired 
a song featuring his own quotations.

“Born an Original” had its televi-
sion debut Nov 18 on “CFN Live,” 
a programme on the Catholic Faith 
Network, which serves New York, 
New Jersey and Connecticut.

Blessed Acutis, noted Theresa Ma-
rino, campus minister at Holy Trinity 
Diocesan High School in Hicksville, 
New York, “was 15 when he died” in 
2006, making him a peer to students. 
The school is in the Diocese of Rock-
ville Centre.

Marino said on the show that 
teens can identify with Blessed Acu-
tis, someone “whose pictures are 
in colour. There are pictures of him 
that look like home videos. It makes 
sainthood seem real, like something 
they can do themselves.”

Blessed Acutis spent four years de-
veloping a catalogue of every known 

eucharistic miracle. “What makes a 
15-year-old want to make a website 
about that instead of a celebrity?” 
Marino said. The blessed’s life, she 
added, gives teens “permission, in a 
Catholic way, to become yourself … 
to be a saint. To be who God created 
you to be.”

Marino played guitar and sang 
backup vocals to Holy Trinity senior 
Bryce Ridley’s lead, which incorpo-
rates quotations from Blessed Acu-
tis. Two other students, seniors Jack 
McDonough and Luca DiGrigoli, 
helped compose the song.

“When my time comes I’m sure 
I won’t have to fear,” the lyrics say. 
“Lord, you are my highway to heav-
en. In you I trust. Something extraor-
dinary awaits us, my hope comes 
from you.” The chorus says: “Born 
an original, that’s how I’m gonna 
stay till my dying day.” Blessed Acu-
tis said it was better to be an original 
and “not a photocopy.” — By Mark 
Pattison, CNS

“To always be close to 
Jesus, that's my life plan”

Blessed Carlo Acutis

“I have nothing left, but I 
still have my heart, and with 

that I can always love.”
Blessed Chiara Badano

“Learn to be stronger in spirit than in your muscles. If you are you will be real apostles of faith in God.”Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati

Sri Lankan students highlight 
Pope Francis’ new encyclical

Pope Francis greets Sri Lankan dancers after a Mass for Sri Lankan pilgrims 
at the Vatican Feb 8, 2014, in this file photo.(CNS photo/Paul Haring)

Theresa Marino and student Bryce Ridley perform a song Nov 18, 2020, that was 
composed using quotes from Blessed Carlo Acutis. (CNS photo/screen grab).

Beatified teen inspires song from 
Long Island Catholic high school
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Dearly remembered by family.
“Thank you Papa for the gift                               

of your life to us.”

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord...that they may rest from their labours,                        
for their deeds follow them. Revelation 14:13

Forever loved, dearly missed and never forgotten by their family, relatives and friends.

20th Anniversary                                                
In Loving Memory of

In Remembrance of
10th Anniversary 3rd Anniversary 1st Anniversary

Charles Francis Pereira
9th August 1924 – 8th December 2000

Paul Lazar
Departed:                                    

22nd April 2010

Susan Sara D’Silva
Departed:                                    

3rd December 2017

Rita Sharon Paul
Departed:                                    

16th November 2019

MANILA: A well-known Fili-
pino Jesuit theology professor, 
liturgist and lyricist has died due 
to complications caused by the 
coronavirus.

Fr Timoteo Ofrasio (pic) lost 
his battle with the deadly disease 
on Dec 1 in a hospital in Laguna 
province, south of Manila. He 
was 72.

The Jesuits said Fr Ofrasio’s 
death came as a shock as he ap-
peared to be recovering from the 
virus.

“He was hospitalised several days ago but 
seemed to be recovering. His death is quite 
unexpected, except that COVID-19 has often 
been seen to be more treacherous and deadlier 
than anticipated,” the Philippine Jesuits said in 
a post on their website.

Fr Ofrasio was a professor of systematic and 
sacramental theology at the Jesuit-run Loyola 
School of Theology at Ateneo de Manila Uni-
versity in Quezon City.

He also taught sacred liturgy after obtaining 
a licentiate in sacred liturgy from the Pontificio 
Istituto Sant’Anselmo in Rome in 1987 and 
earning his doctorate in sacred liturgy from the 
same institution in 1990.

Fr Ofrasio served as consultor to the Catho-
lic Bishops’ Commission on Liturgy from 
1994 to 1997 and chaired the Commission 
on Liturgy of Cagayan de Oro Archdiocese in 
Mindanao from 1994 to 2000.

Fellow clergymen and churchgoers ex-
pressed grief at Fr Ofracio’s death.

“No words … I can’t even convincingly 

say ‘rest in peace’ … I still have 
many stories to tell you during 
my first year as priest. But now, 
this is the only thing I can tell 
you: thank you very much for 
the friendship. It’s so difficult 
to say goodbye,” said Jesuit Fr 
Madz Tumbali on social media.

Former Philippine Jesuit pro-
vincial Fr Daniel Patrick Huang 
said he first met Fr Ofrasio soon 
after he left college.

“He was the first Jesuit ‘mis-
sionary’ I met when I visited 

Mindanao for the first time after graduating 
from college in 1980 … His lyrics for … mu-
sic and his Visayan translations have enriched 
Filipino liturgical life,” he said on Facebook.

Churchgoers also said Fr Ofrasio’s lyrics 
would never be forgotten as they touched peo-
ple’s faith and soul.

“We will never forget you in your lyrics in 
our liturgical songs,” said Rundolph Bayaua, 
programme coordinator at Paul VI Institute of 
Liturgy in Manila.

Fr Ofrasio was the lyricist of some of the 
songs performed during Pope Francis’ visit to 
the Philippines in 2015.

The Jesuits announced that the late priest’s 
remains would be cremated due to coronavi-
rus protocols.

“Given continued virus restraints, Fr Tim’s 
remains will likely be cremated and the ashes 
will remain with his family for now. When fea-
sible, they can eventually be brought to Loyola 
House of Studies for proper obsequies,” they 
said. — Joseph Peter Calleja, ucanews.com

Filipino liturgist, lyricist 
loses COVID-19 battle

“Come to me, all you 
that are weary and are 

carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, 

and learn from me;                 
for I am gentle and 

humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for 

your souls. For my yoke 
is easy, and my                  

burden is light.”

Matthew 11:28-30



HERALD December 6, 2020 saints oF tHe Week & sHort readings 19

St Ambrose Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, December 6
(Romans 13:11-12)
You know ‘the time’ has 
come: you must wake up 
now: our salvation is even 
nearer than it was when we 
were converted. The night 
is almost over, it will be 
daylight soon – let us give 
up all the things we prefer 
to do under cover of the 
dark; let us arm ourselves 
and appear in the light.

Monday, December 7
(Wisdom 7:13-14)
What I learned without self-
interest, I pass on without 
reserve; I do not intend to 
hide her riches. For she is 
an inexhaustible treasure 
to men, and those who ac-
quire her win God’s friend-
ship, commended as they 
are to him by the benefits 
of her teaching.

Tuesday, December 8
(Isaiah 43:1)
But now the Lord speaks, 
who created you, Jacob, 
who formed you, Israel: ‘Do 
not be afraid, for I have re-
deemed you; I have called 
you by your name, you are 
mine.’

Wednesday, December 9
(Isaiah 7:14-15)
The maiden is with child 
and will soon give birth to 
a son whom she will call 
Immanuel. On curds and 
honey will he feed until he 
knows how to refuse evil 
and choose good.                                                                 

Thursday, December 10
(Isaiah 45:8)
Send victory like a dew, 
you heavens, and let the 
clouds rain it down. Let the 
earth open for salvation to 
spring up. Let deliverance, 
too, bud forth which I, the 
Lord, shall create.

Friday, December 11
(Hebrews 13: 7-9a)
Remember your leaders, 
who preached the word of 
God to you, and as you 
reflect on the outcome of 
their lives, imitate their 
faith. Jesus Christ is the 
same today as he was yes-
terday and as he will be 
forever. Do not let your-
selves be led astray by all 
sorts of strange doctrines. 

Saturday, December 12
(Isaiah 11:1-2)
A shoot shall grow from 
the stock of Jesse, and a 
branch shall spring from 
his roots. The spirit of the 
Lord shall rest upon him, a 
spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, a spirit of coun-
sel and power, a spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.

The Catholic Church celebrates the memory 
of St Ambrose, the brilliant Bishop of Milan 
who influenced St Augustine’s conversion 

and was named a Doctor of the Church. Like Au-
gustine himself, the older Ambrose, born around 
340, was a highly educated man who sought to 
harmonise Greek and Roman intellectual culture 
with the Catholic faith. Trained in literature, law, 
and rhetoric, he eventually became governor of 
Liguria and Emilia, with headquarters at Milan. 
He manifested his intellectual gifts in defence of 
Christian doctrine even before his baptism.

While Ambrose was serving as governor, a 
bishop named Auxentius was leading the diocese. 
Although he was an excellent public speaker with 
a forceful personality, Auxentius also followed 
the heresy of Arius, which denied the divinity of 
Christ. Although the Council of Nicaea had re-
asserted the traditional teaching on Jesus’ deity, 
many educated members of the Church – includ-
ing, at one time, a majority of the world’s bish-
ops – looked to Arianism as a more sophisticated 
and cosmopolitan version of Christianity. Bishop 
Auxentius became notorious for forcing clergy 
throughout the region to accept Arian creeds.

At the time of Auxentius’ death, Ambrose had 
not yet even been baptised. But his deep under-
standing and love of the traditional faith were 
already clear to the faithful of Milan. They con-
sidered him the most logical choice to succeed 
Auxentius, even though he was still just a cate-
chumen. With the help of Emperor Valentinan II, 
who ruled the Western Roman Empire at the time, 
a mob of Milanese Catholics virtually forced Am-
brose to become their bishop against his own will. 
Eight days after his baptism, Ambrose received 

episcopal consecration on Dec. 7, 374. The date 
would eventually become his liturgical feast.

Bishop Ambrose did not disappoint those who 
had clamoured for his appointment and consecra-
tion. He began his ministry by giving everything 
he owned to the poor and to the Church. He looked 
to the writings of Greek theologians like St Basil 
for help in explaining the Church’s traditional 
teachings to the people during times of doctrinal 
confusion. Like the fathers of the Eastern Church, 
Ambrose drew from the intellectual reserves of 
pre-Christian philosophy and literature to make 
the faith more comprehensible to his hearers. This 
harmony of faith with other sources of knowledge 
served to attract, among others, the young profes-
sor Aurelius Augustinus – a man Ambrose taught 
and baptized, whom history knows as St Augus-

tine of Hippo.
Ambrose himself lived simply, wrote prolifical-

ly, and celebrated Mass each day. He found time 
to counsel an amazing range of public officials, 
pagan inquirers, confused Catholics and penitent 
sinners. His popularity, in fact, served to keep at 
bay those who would have preferred to force him 
from the diocese, including the Western Empress 
Justina and a group of her advisers, who sought 
to rid the West of adherence to the Nicene Creed, 
pushing instead for strict Arianism. Ambrose he-
roically refused her attempts to impose heretical 
bishops in Italy, along with her efforts to seize 
churches in the name of Arianism. Ambrose also 
displayed remarkable courage when he publicly 
denied communion to the Emperor Theodosius, 
who had ordered the massacre of 7,000 citizens in 
Thessalonica leading to his excommunication by 
Ambrose. The chastened emperor took Ambrose’s 
rebuke to heart, publicly repenting of the massa-
cre and doing penance for the murders. “Nor was 
there afterwards a day on which he did not grieve 
for his mistake,” Ambrose himself noted when 
he spoke at the emperor’s funeral. The rebuke 
spurred a profound change in Emperor Theodo-
sius. He reconciled himself with the Church and 
the bishop, who attended to the emperor on his 
deathbed. St Ambrose died in 397. His 23 years 
of diligent service had turned a deeply troubled 
diocese into an exemplary outpost for the faith. 
His writings remain an important point of refer-
ence for the Church, well into the medieval era 
and beyond. St Ambrose has been named one of 
the “holy fathers” of the Church, whose teaching 
all bishops should “in every way follow.” — CNA

The feast in honour of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
goes back to the 16th century. Chronicles of 

that period tell us the story.
A poor Indian named Cuauhtlatohuac was bap-

tized and given the name Juan Diego. He was a 
57-year-old widower, and lived in a small village 
near Mexico City. On Saturday morning of De-
cember 9, 1531, he was on his way to a nearby 
barrio to attend Mass in honour of Our Lady.

Juan was walking by a hill called Tepeyac when 
he heard beautiful music like the warbling of birds. 
A radiant cloud appeared, and within it stood an 
Indian maiden dressed like an Aztec princess. The 
lady spoke to him in his own language and sent 
him to the bishop of Mexico, a Franciscan named 
Juan de Zumarraga. The bishop was to build a 
chapel in the place where the lady appeared.

Eventually the bishop told Juan to have the 
lady give him a sign. About this same time Juan’s 
uncle became seriously ill. This led poor Juan to 
try to avoid the lady. Nevertheless the lady found 
Juan, assured him that his uncle would recover, 
and provided roses for Juan to carry to the bishop 
in his cape or tilma.

On Dec 12, when Juan Diego opened his til-
ma in the bishop’s presence, the roses fell to the 
ground, and the bishop sank to his knees. On the 
tilma where the roses had been appeared an image 
of Mary exactly as she had appeared at the hill of 
Tepeyac. — franciscanmedia.org

Our Lady of Guadalupe

Juan Diego was born in 1474 in the calpulli or 
ward of Tlayacac in Cuauhtitlan, which was 

established in 1168 by Nahua tribesmen and con-
quered by the Aztec lord Axayacatl in 1467; and 
was located 20 kilometres (14 miles) north of 
Tenochtitlan (Mexico City).

On Dec 9, 1531, a native Mexican named Juan 
Diego rose before dawn to walk fifteen miles to 

Mexico City for daily Mass.
Juan lived a simple life as a weaver, farmer, and 

labourer. That morning, as Juan passed Tepeyac 
Hill, he heard music and saw a glowing cloud 
encircled by a rainbow. A woman’s voice called 
him to the top of the hill. There he saw a beauti-
ful young woman dressed like an Aztec princess. 
She said she was the Virgin Mary and asked Juan 
to tell the bishop to build a church on that site. 
She said, “I vividly desire that a church be built 
on this site, so that in it I can be present and give 
my love, compassion, help, and defence, for I am 
your most devoted mother… to hear your laments 
and to remedy all your miseries, pains, and suf-
ferings.”

The bishop was kind but sceptical. He asked 
Juan to bring proof of the Lady’s identity. Before 
Juan could go back to the Lady, he found out his 
uncle was dying. Hurrying to get a priest, Juan 
missed his meeting with the Lady. The Lady, 
however, met him on his path and told him that 
his uncle had been cured.

She then told Juan to climb to the top of the hill 

where they first met. Juan was shocked to find 
flowers growing in the frozen soil. He gathered 
them in his cloak and took them at once to the 
bishop.

Juan told the bishop what had happened and 
opened his cloak. The flowers that fell to the 
ground were Castilian roses (which were not 
grown in Mexico). But the bishop’s eyes were on 
the glowing image of the Lady imprinted inside 
Juan’s cloak.

Soon after, a church was built on the site where 
our Lady appeared, and thousands converted 
to Christianity. Our Lady of Guadalupe was de-
clared the patroness of the Americas.

Juan Diego died on May 30, 1548, at the age of 
74. He deeply loved the Holy Eucharist, and by 
special permission of the Bishop he received Holy 
Communion three times a week, a highly unusual 
occurrence in those times.

Pope John Paul II praised Juan Diego for his 
simple faith nourished by catechesis and pictured 
him (who said to the Blessed Virgin Mary: “I am 
a nobody, I am a small rope, a tiny ladder, the tail 
end, a leaf”) as a model of humility for all of us. 
— allsaintsheights.com

Feastday: December 9

Patron Saint of: 
 The Americas   Mexico

Feastday: December 12

Feastday: December 7
Patron Saint of:
 Bee keepers
 Beggars

 Learning
 Milan

St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
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Evangelisation:  For a life of prayer
We pray that our personal relationship with                        

Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God                        
and a life of prayer.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

I am confident we will achieve full unity
VATICAN:Pope Francis told the 
Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantin-
ople Nov 30 that he is confident that 
Catholics and Orthodox Christians 
will attain full communion.

In a message to Bartholomew I on 
the Feast of St Andrew, Pope Fran-
cis praised the Ecumenical Patriar-
chate’s efforts to promote Christian 
unity.

“We can thank God that relations 
between the Catholic Church and the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate have grown 
much over the past century, even as 
we continue to yearn for the goal of 
the restoration of full communion 
expressed through participation at 
the same Eucharistic altar,” he wrote. 

“Although obstacles remain, I am 
confident that by walking together in 
mutual love and pursuing theological 
dialogue, we will reach that goal.”

The Pope sends a message each 
year on Nov 30 to the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, who is regarded as the suc-
cessor of St Andrew the Apostle and 
“first among equals” in the Eastern 
Orthodox Church. 

Pope Francis recalled his recent 
meeting with Bartholomew I at an 
international meeting for peace in 
Rome on Oct 20.

“Together with the challenges 
posed by the current pandemic, war 
continues to afflict many parts of the 
world, while new armed conflicts 
emerge to steal the lives of countless 
men and women,” he wrote. 

“Undoubtedly all initiatives taken 
by national and international entities 
aimed at promoting peace are use-
ful and necessary, yet conflict and 
violence will never cease until all 
people reach a deeper awareness that 
they have a mutual responsibility as 
brothers and sisters.” 

“In light of this, the Christian 
Churches, together with other reli-
gious traditions, have a primary duty 
to offer an example of dialogue, mu-
tual respect and practical coopera-
tion.”

The Pope praised the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople for 
seeking Christian unity “before the 
Catholic Church and other Churches 

engaged themselves in dialogue.”
He cited an encyclical letter issued 

by the Holy Synod of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate in 1920, which said 
that Churches could heal divisions if 
they placed love “before everything 
else in their judgment of the others 
and in relation towards each other.”

The Holy See press office said 
Nov 30 that a Vatican delegation had 

made the customary visit to the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate in Istanbul on 
the Feast of St Andrew. 

Cardinal Kurt Koch, president of 
the Pontifical Council for the Promo-
tion of Christian Unity, led the del-
egation, which included the pontifi-
cal council’s secretary, Bishop Brian 
Farrell, and undersecretary, Msgr 
Andrea Palmieri. They were joined 

by Archbishop Paul F. Russell, the 
US-born Apostolic Nuncio to Tur-
key.

They attended a Divine Liturgy 
presided over by Bartholomew I at 
St. George’s Cathedral, the seat of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Con-
stantinople. After the Divine Liturgy, 
Koch read the Pope’s message and 
presented the Ecumenical Patriarch 
with a signed copy.

In his message, the Pope said that 
his hope for full communion was 
“based on our common faith in Je-
sus Christ, sent by God the Father 
to gather all people into one body, 
and the cornerstone of the one and 
holy Church, God’s holy temple, 
in which all of us are living stones, 
each according to our own particular 
charism or ministry bestowed by the 
Holy Spirit.”

He concluded: “With these senti-
ments, I renew my warmest best 
wishes for the Feast of St Andrew, 
and exchange with Your All Holiness 
an embrace of peace in the Lord.” — 
CNA

PALAYAMKOTTAI: Jesuit Fr                        
Savarimuthu Ignacimuthu (pic) has 
been identified as one of the top one 
per cent of scientists in biology.

The director of St Xavier’s Col-
lege in Tamil Nadu’s Palayamkottai 
town earned the honour after scien-
tists in the United States evaluated 
the Jesuit’s research publications.

A recent article by three profes-
sors of the Stanford University in 
the United States has analysed the 
contributions of more than 100,000 
scientists from all over the world in 
biology.

The article, titled Updated Sci-
ence-wide Author Databases of 
Standardised Citation Indicators, 
was authored by professors John P.A. 
Ioannidis, Kevin W. Boyack, and 
Jeroen Baas. It was published Oct 16 
in Plos Biology, a reputed journal.

The US professors used assess-
ment parameters such as total num-
ber of papers published in journals 
indexed by Scopus, an abstract and 
citation database launched in 2004, 
total number of citations, h-index 
and hm-index.

The h-index is used to measure the 
impact of a scientist’s publications 
in terms of the citations received. It 
is defined as the highest number of 
papers of a researcher that have been 
cited h or more times.

The US professors used sophis-
ticated algorithms to simplify their 

findings and presented the data with 
clarity and depth. The authors ana-
lysed 113,961 scientists from all over 
the world and ranked Fr Ignacimuthu 
872.

The professors analysed the Jesu-
it’s contributions during 1985-2019. 
He had been ranked below 1,000 for 
the past 20 years. His name is found 
under high achievers’ category in all 
the parameters used for the assess-
ment. He is ranked 10th among In-
dian scientists.

The 71 year-old Jesuit scientist has 
published more than 800 research 
papers and 80 books; he has 12 In-
dian patents and two US patents. He 
has helped more than 100 students to 
get their doctoral degree.

One insect species is named after 
him: jacthrips ignacimuthui. One 
natural molecule is named after him: 
Ignaciomycin. He was instrumental 
in developing Xavier herbal hand 
sanitiser to protect against pathogens 

including COVID-19.
Fr Ignacimuthu earlier served as 

the vice chancellor of two universi-
ties in Tamil Nadu — Coimbatore-
based Bharatiyar University and 
Chennai-based University of Ma-
dras.

Earlier, he developed a natural 
herbal biopesticide Ponneem to con-
trol insect pests. He worked at Ento-
mology Research Institute, Loyola 
College, Chennai, during 1993-2018. 
Since June 2018 he has been work-
ing at Xavier Research Foundation, 
St Xavier’s College, Palayamkottai.

The Jesuit scientist attributes all 
his achievements to scientists and 
students who have worked with him 
in what he says is the “labour of love 
with God’s grace.”

Fr Ignacimuthu says God has 
blessed him “abundantly” and he 
owes everything to the Society of Je-
sus, his congregation. “She has nur-
tured and helped me in all ways,” he 
said Nov 28.

He also recalled with gratitude his 
teachers, “who formed me from a 
very young age with intellectual cu-
riosity. They played a very big role, 
especially the professors during my 
university days.”

He further thanked his research 
staff and students “who have toiled 
with me for the last 35 years with 
dedication and hard work.” —                    
Matters India

Indian Jesuit ranks among 
world’s top one per cent scientists

Pope Francis tells Orthodox leader:

Pope Francis with Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople 
outside the Basilica of Santa Maria in Aracoeli Oct 20, 2020. (CNA photo/
Vatican Media)

ROME: As the Church in Italy pre-
pares to introduce its new translation 
of the Roman Missal on Nov 29, the 
bishop in charge of its creation hopes 
the changes will help Catholics re-
discover the beauty of the Mass.

After Italy experienced the tem-
porary suspension of public Masses 
due to the coronavirus pandemic ear-
lier this year, Bishop Claudio Mania-
go said “it has become more evident 
that the celebration of the Eucharist 
is truly the culmination and source of 
all the life and mission of the Chris-
tian communities, which are called 
to live and transmit the message of 
hope and peace of the Gospel from 
generation to generation.”

In a Nov 26 interview, Maniago 
said “the hope, therefore, is that, by 
welcoming the new edition of the 
missal, the desire to take this oppor-
tunity to rediscover the beauty and 
fruitfulness of the celebration of the 
Eucharist, in which she experiences 
and announces to everyone that 
Christ is alive, may arise in the Ital-
ian Church.”

Maniago is Bishop of Castellaneta 
and president of the Italian Bishops’ 
Conference’s Liturgy Commission, 
which was responsible for putting 
together the third edition of the Ro-
man Missal.

The Roman Missal is the book 

containing the texts and prayers for 
the celebration of Mass throughout 
the year. The new Italian translation 
was used for the first time at Masses 
on Nov 29, the First Sunday of Ad-
vent. 

The project has taken years, with 
the Vatican giving final approval of 
the translation in June 2019.

Most of the changes from the 
second to third edition are in the 
words of the priest, including several 
changes from voi fratelli (brothers) 
to voi fratelli e sorelle (brothers and 
sisters). But there are also changes to 
lines in the Our Father and the Glo-
ria.

The reason for the changes, Ma-
niago said, was to have “a greater 
fidelity to the Latin text, so that its 
original meaning would not be al-
tered, but rather it should be more 
specific.”

Maniago said that, though the 
changes will be uncomfortable at 
first, he believed Catholics would 
welcome the new translation with 
“the awareness that the missal is not 
a book like any other, but the text 
that preserves the Church’s obedi-
ence to the Lord, who asked us to 
celebrate in his memory the text that 
rules every Mass so that it is faith-
ful to this tradition.” — By Hannah                
Brockhaus, CNA

Bishop hopes new Italian 
missal will help Catholics 
rediscover beauty of Mass


